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Spring bringing busy construction season in Xenia
A message from the City Manager
Spring is right around the corner, and with it, a busy construction season will begin to gear up.
Because of our mild winter, we’ve seen significant progress over the past couple of months on
several projects locally.
The new Casey’s General Store location in Xenia has taken shape quickly with a projected opening
date in early April. On the west end of Xenia, the new Aldi’s grocery store has also built out quickly.
Aldi’s is the anchor tenant for a new retail center between Main Street and Green Way Boulevard.
This project will include expanded signalization at a modified intersection of Main Street and Hospitality Drive, and an
extension of Hospitality northward into the new retail center, which are being paid for by the developer. We anticipate
announcements for additional new food service retailers at this site in the coming weeks with construction to follow. Just
between us, we are also expecting some new retail and food service on South Progress Drive and in our historic
downtown; you’ll be hearing more about these soon also.
Another exciting project that will come to fruition in late 2020 is the new home of the Greene County Career Center.
The new 260,000 square foot facility at the juncture of U.S. 35 and U.S. 68 will provide expanded education space for
students.
The former SuperValu distribution site is also coming back to life. The facility, which is located on Lower Bellbrook Road,
now houses four tenants which provide services ranging from pet retail warehousing, frozen food distribution, and
floral services for grocery stores. Between the four companies, the redeveloped site employs at least 100 people.
While these projects are really good signs demonstrating growth in the Xenia marketplace, one particular project site
remains an unfulfilled opportunity that we hope to see advance in 2020. The former Kmart site in Xenia Towne Square
remains undeveloped despite the City having previously authorized a contract for sale and redevelopment of the
property. The City recently issued a new request for proposals which will be reviewed in early March. By spring we
hope to recommend a new developer for the site.
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Meet your new Xenia City Council members
Cody Brannum

Councilman Cody Brannum was born and raised in Xenia and
graduated from Xenia High School in 2011. He then attended Central
State University where he earned a degree in Mathematics. Currently
he works at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base as a Research Analyst.
He and his wife, Emily, are expecting their first child this summer!

Rebekah Dean

Councilwoman Dean was born and raised in Xenia and has nine (yes,
full siblings) and 22 nieces and nephews. She lives with her two dogs,
Scooby, a daschund rescue, and Eva James, a doberman pinscher.
Eva James copies Scooby and thinks she's a small dog. Dean likes to
stay active, does not own a tv and prefers to read. She currently
works as a QA manager at Kettering Mobile Care.

Thomas Scrivens

Councilman Scrivens, or "Scriv" as he's known to friends, is a graduate
of Xenia High School. In 2014 Scrivens was inducted into the Xenia
High School Athletics Hall of Fame. He attended Central State
University where he earned a B.S. in Biology and Chemistry. Scrivens'
grandfather moved to Xenia in 1923, and since then, a member of the
family has always lived on Lexington Avenue.

u
Did yo
?
know
Xenia City Council meets the
2nd and 4th Thursday of
each month.
Meetings are open to the
public and begin at 6:00 p.m.
in the City Council Chambers
on the second floor of the
City Administration Building,
107 E. Main Street.

Xenia needs you!
Make sure you're counted in the 2020 Census
Over the past few months the U.S. Census Bureau has been
running commercials to raise awareness about participating
in the 2020 Census. A Census is done every 10 years and is
vital for states, counties, and communities because it
determines funding for community and state projects such
as schools, roads and emergency services.
In mid-March you should see an invitation in your mailbox
that will ask you to complete the 2020 Census for your
household. The invitation will also include information on
how to respond.
By April 1, Census Day, each home in America should receive
an invitation to participate. In an effort to make sure
everyone is counted, Census workers will visit households
that do not respond between May and July.

Data from the Census is used to distribute more than

675 billion

in federal funds to states, counties, and communities
for programs which include:

Housing

Transportation
Education Employment

Health Care
Public Policy

The Greene County Complete Count Committee (CCC) is a volunteer committee that
works to increase awareness about the 2020 Census. The CCC has also been working to
recruit Census workers so every person in our city and county is counted. If you would
like to learn more about the CCC, visit https://www.co.greene.oh.us/1559/CompleteCount-Committee-CCC or scan the QR code with your phone.
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Kids in Xenia will have a lot to look forward to this
summer at Shawnee Park. As they begin their
summer break, the new playground equipment at
the park will be ready for them to play.
The current playground equipment is more than
20 years old and for some of the pieces,
replacement parts are not available.

The more accessible, contemporary, and safer playground equipment
was paid for with various funding solutions including using
Community Development Block Grant proceeds. General Capital
Improvement funds are also being used in the project.
We are excited for future generations of Xenians to enjoy the
equipment for many years to come.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 11, 2020
11 a.m. at Shawnee Park
Registration at 10 a.m.
FREE event

Kevin Sonnycalb
Fireworks Festival

Fishing Derby
Saturday, June 6, 2020
9 a.m. at Shawnee Park
For ages 4 -15
Registration at 8:30 a.m.
FREE event

Friday, July 3, 2020
Shawnee Park
Fireworks begin at 10 p.m.
FREE event

Don't miss this!

Opening soon! Major progress being made on
new ALDI and Casey's General Store
The new ALDI store between W. Main Street and Greene Way Boulevard
on Xenia's west side is nearly complete. The store is slated to open some
time in April and will be similar in size to the store in Beavercreek. The
new, modern store will be larger and offer more varieties to shoppers.
The new location will be the anchor of a larger development which will
include restaurants and other commercial businesses.
The current ALDI building on Allison Avenue is on the market to be sold.

Another new development coming to Xenia in the spring is Casey's
General Store along N. Detroit Street.
The site is the location of the former Wickline's and is also expected
to open in April.
Casey's General Store has more than 2,000 locations across the
country. The company credits its success to clean stores, friendly
employees, and the wide selection of food items prepared fresh at
the store.
Menu items include subs and salads, sandwiches, pizza, and
appetizers. In addition to the general store food items, visitors will
also be able to gas up.
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It's tax time, don't wait to file your return
Tax season is in full swing and this year the deadline to file your tax return is
April 15, 2020.
If you use a tax professional, go to the library, or use any online software
program, such as TurboTax, to prepare your Xenia Income Tax Return, the form
still needs to be submitted to the City of Xenia's Tax Division (107 E. Main
Street). Returns are accepted in person or electronically.
Tax payments can be made in person, by mail, phone, online, or placed in the
drop box outside of the City Administration Building. If you use the drop box, do
not place cash payments inside. Payments submitted to the drop box should
be made by check (no starter checks) or money order.
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The City of Xenia's Tax Division can prepare city income tax returns at
no charge during office hours, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays. If you would like to utilize their services, the taxpayer must
provide all W-2s, 1099s, and their Federal Income Tax Return with all
attachments. If you have paid taxes to other cities, W-2s or other
documentation that shows cities receiving withholding payments must be
provided.

(Scan this QR code with your
phone to visit the City of Xenia
Tax Divsion website.)

Take action! Protect yourself online
In today's digital world, many of us live a good portion
of our lives online. It is important to take steps to
protect your privacy and information.
According to the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security, the first step to take in improving
cybersecurity is recognizing the risks. Risks include
malware that erases your entire system, a hacker
altering your files or using your computer to attack
others, or a hacker stealing your credit card
information and making purchases you did not
authorize.
Currently, phishing emails are one of the most
prevalent risks. They are an attempt to gain
information about you to try and steal money or install
malware on your device. Oftentimes phishing emails
will pose as an organization that you might consider
trustworthy. The attackers typically take advantage of
current events such as natural disasters, epidemics
and health scares, economic concerns, major political
elections and holidays.
Use your phone to scan the QR code to learn
more safety tips from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

Social Media Safety
Limit personal information you share:
Example: Your address, schedule or routine.
Be wary of strangers
Be skeptical: Don't believe everything you
read online. Verify information before
taking action.
Use strong passwords: Do not use passwords
that are based on personal information.
Use and maintain anti-virus software

DID YOU KNOW?
The City of Xenia has a 'Safe
Exchange Zone' outside of the
City Administration Building.
(107 E. Main Street)

If you believe you have been a victim of a
cyber crime or scam, contact Xenia Police
at (937) 372 - 9901.
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Xenia Police trying out new vests to decrease
pain in lower back and hips
On a daily basis, every Xenia Police Officer carries a firearm, extra magazines, a
taser, flashlight, two pair of handcuffs, pepper spray, a tourniquet, radio,
medical equipment, and multi tool. The equipment adds between 10 and 15
extra pounds of weight, all of it straining an officer's hips and lower back.
Officers currently carry all of their equipment on a belt worn around their
waists. The ballistic vests are usually worn under their uniform shirts, although
a few officers use an external carrier that allows them to wear their ballistic
vests over their uniform shirts. Recently, officers have been given permission
by Chief Randy Person to purchase a new type of vest carrier with their
uniform allowance that holds the equipment and redistributes the weight off
the hips and lower backs. The vests are also worn over their uniforms.
A majority of Xenia officers work 12-hour shifts hours each day. The current
equipment belt puts a significant amount of stress on their lower backs and
hips during the long shifts. The newly designed load-bearing vests do not take
away the extra weight; instead, they prevent the weight from sitting solely on
their hips and lower backs. An added benefit of the vest is that if an officer is
not on a call, it can be taken off and easily put back on.
“Each year we review equipment that officers are authorized to purchase using
their uniform allowances,” said Xenia Police Chief Randy Person. “While the
load-bearing vests give us a more militaristic look than we would prefer, the
benefit to both the health and safety of our officers make this a timely option.”

Xenia Fire Division promotes four; names
new Deputy Chief
Longtime Xenia firefighter Captain Mike Bogan has been named
the new Deputy Chief of Xenia Fire Division. Deputy Chief Bogan
has been with the Fire Division since 1999 and has prior fire
experience in Spring Valley Township, where he was Fire Chief.
Bogan is also a Marine Corps veteran.
Tom Norris is among three others who were promoted within
the Division. Norris, who held the rank of Lieutenant, now fills
Bogan's role as Fire Captain. During his time with Xenia Fire
Division, Captain Norris has served as lead officer of the Fire
Investigation Unit. Prior to joining the Xenia Fire Division in 2002,
Norris served with the Xenia Police Division for five years.

(From left to right: Deputy Chief Mike Bogan, Captain Tom Norris,
Lieutenant Anson Smith, and Lieutenant Josh VanDyne.)

Firefighters Anson Smith and Josh VanDyne were promoted to
the rank of Lieutenant. Smith has been with the Xenia Fire
Division since 2003 while VanDyne has been with the division
since 2004.

Lieutenant Smith serves on the Specialty Rescue Team and the Ohio Region 3 Rescue Strike Team. Lieutenant
VanDyne has prior experience of serving as a deputy with the Greene County Sheriff's Office, and he is also a member
of Task Force One. VanDyne currently serves on the fire training committee, technical rescue team, fire investigation
team, and the Regional SWAT Tactical Medic Team for the Xenia Fire Division.
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Items marked 'flushable' causing trouble to
City lift stations
After multiple emergency repairs to one of the city’s sanitary sewer
lift stations, the City of Xenia’s Public Service Department is asking
residents to double check items that are being flushed such as
baby wipes.
Over the past four months, the City of Xenia has had to make
repairs or replacements to one lift station in particular, which has
come at a cost to the City of $7,000.
Sanitary sewer crew members are finding wipes, such as baby
wipes or hygiene products, are binding up the pumps and causing
them to fail. While many of the products are labeled as flushable,
they are causing sewer pumps to fail. When sewer pumps fail, it
increases the chances of a potential sanitary sewer backup into
homes and basements. Sewer backups pose a serious risk to the
health and safety of neighborhoods.
By reducing the number of non-flushable items that go into the
City’s sanitary sewer system, the sanitary lifts stations will operate
more efficiently.The City of Xenia has a total of six lift stations that
are serviced by the Public Service Department.

Mark your calendar! Hydrant flushing begins
in May

MONDAY

Northwest of W. Church St., north of Market St. and Dayton
Ave. and west of N. Detroit St. (Beverly Hills, Fairmoor
Heights, Timber Ridge, North Galloway Areas and Laynewood
north of Dayton Avenue).

TUESDAY

West of St. Rt. 35 and northwest of Bellbrook Avenue (the
Colorado sections of Arrowhead, Sterling Green, Childers,
Reserve of Xenia, and Wright Cycle Estates).

WEDNESDAY

North of E. Church St. and east of N. Detroit St. including
Amlin Heights and Old Springfield Pike (Kinsey Meadows,
Summer Brooke, Stadium Heights, Greene Memorial Hosp).

THURSDAY

Between Church St., Market St., & Dayton Ave. on the north &
south of E. Third St. along Cincinnati Ave. to Industrial to
Bellbrook Ave. & NE of St. Rt. 35 including Arrowhead north
of St. Rt. 35, Laynewood on both sides of W. Second St. & the
downtown area going east to the Corporation limit.

FRIDAY

South of Third St. and east of Bellbrook Ave. to Industrial
Blvd. then to east of Cincinnati Avenue (including South Hill,
Legacy, and Industrial Park).

Twice each year the Xenia Public Service
Department flushes hydrants across the city.
Typically this is done in May and October. This
year, hydrant flushing will be done the first full
week of May.
There are more than 200 miles of pipes in the
city which deliver water to residents each day.
Hydrants are flushed in order to maintain water
quality. During the course of the year, sediment
can settle within the pipes, making it necessary
to flush. The water you will see coming out of
the hydrants during flushing is not wasted,
instead, it is maintaining an excellent water
quality.
While flushing is being done, technicians at the
Water Treatment Plant keep a close eye on
water levels and pressure.

Spring 2020

Xenia's community garden plots relocate to
Lexington Park to join educational gardens
The City of Xenia’s community garden program will have a new home in 2020 at Lexington Park.
The community garden program offers 20’ x 30’ garden plots to residents who lack sufficient
yard space for their own garden, face landlord restrictions, or simply enjoy the communal
atmosphere of a community garden. The program is currently housed at West Side Park, but is
being relocated due to the need for additional parking for athletic events and requests from
residents for additional activities at Lexington Park. Furthermore, the Community Roots
Coalition, a partnership among Greene County Public Health, City of Xenia, and The Ohio State
University Extension Greene County, already operates an educational gardening program at
Lexington Park.
Lexington Park, located on Xenia's east side at the eastern end of Lexington Avenue (off US-42
or North Columbus Avenue), is a beautiful space that borders farmland and provides abundant
parking, land, sunlight, and access to water for gardening. The Community Roots Coalition
developed its educational garden program at the park in response to the problems of food
insecurity and nutrition-related health problems in Xenia and other nearby communities.
Co-locating the community garden plots with the educational gardens at Lexington Park will
provide gardeners with convenient access to free gardening education onsite, while increasing
the park’s level of activity and engagement with the neighborhood. The new shared location
will help empower Xenia residents of all backgrounds to realize the benefits of gardening,
affordable healthy food, and a sense of community.
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WHEN: March 30th
WHERE: Make reservations at the City
Administration Building, 107 E. Main
Street between 8 a.m. - 5 p.m
COST: $20 per year
DEADLINE: Reservations will no longer
be taken after May 31st.
Once reserved, a garden plot is available for
use between April 20 and October 31.

Did you know?

The Community Roots Coalition’s programming has
helped address food insecurity with free gardening
education at Lexington Park and by growing more than
200 pounds of produce to distribute to nearby residents.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) defines food
insecurity as a lack of consistent access to enough food
for an active, healthy life. Food-insecure households
struggle to afford balanced meals, worry about the
adequacy of their food supply, and occasionally must
reduce the size of their meals or skip meals entirely.
This can lead to adverse health effects such as chronic
illness and developmental/mental health problems.

City Administration Building
107 E. Main Street
Xenia, OH 45385
(937) 376-7232
Xenia Police Division
Non- Emergency
(937) 372-9901
Xenia Fire Division
Non- Emergency
(937) 376-7278
Xenia Income Tax
(937) 376-7248
Xenia Utility Billing
(937) 376-7242
Street and Storm Sewer Maintenance
(937) 376-7265
Refuse and Recycling Collection
1-800-223-3960 (Rumpke)
Visit Xenia's website:
www.eXploreXenia.com

Connect with us on social media!

Would you like more frequent updates? Sign
up for our monthly e-newsletter by emailing:
XeniaPR@ci.xenia.oh.us

UPCOMING EVENTS & IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH
2 - Traffic Commission @ 6 p.m.
3 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
3 - BRACA @ 6 p.m.
5 - Planning and Zoning Commission @ 6 p.m.
8 - Daylight Saving Time begins (Time jumps ahead
one hour)
9 - Civil Service Commission @ 5:30 p.m.
12 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
17 - Primary Election Day
17 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
18 - Xenia Job and Career Fair - Xenia REACH Center 1
1 - 4 p.m.
23 - Board of Zoning Appeals @ 6 p.m.
26 - City Council @ 6 p.m.

APRIL
2 - Antioch Shrine Circus (4/2 - 4/5)
2 - Planning and Zoning Commission @ 6 p.m.
5 - ORRRC Marathon @ 8 a.m.
6 - Traffic Commission @ 6 p.m.
7 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
7 - BRACA @ 6 p.m.
9 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
11 - Easter EGGstravaganza, 11 a.m. @ Shawnee
Park
13 - Civil Service Commission @ 5:30 p.m.
15 - Taxes Due!
21 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
23 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
27 - Board of Zoning Appeals @ 6 p.m.

MAY
1 - First Friday
4 - Hydrant flushing begins (5/4 - 5/8)
4 - Traffic Commission @ 6 p.m.
5 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
5 - BRACA @ 6 p.m.
7 - Planning and Zoning Commission @ 6 p.m.
11 - Civil Service Commission @ 5:30 p.m.
12 - Economic Development Advisory Board @ 6 p.m.
14 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
15 - Hamvention (5/15 - 5/17)
19 - Neighborhood Night Out - McKinley Elementary (5 - 7 p.m.)
19 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
22 - Xenia Splash Pad Opens!
25 - Memorial Day - All City Offices Closed (Trash delayed one day)
28 - City Council @ 6 p.m.

JUNE
1 - Traffic Commission @ 6 p.m.
2 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
2 - BRACA @ 6 p.m.
4 - Planning and Zoning Commission @ 6 p.m.
5 - First Friday
6 - Youth Fishing Derby, 9 a.m. @ Shawnee Park
8 - Civil Service Commission @ 5:30 p.m.
11 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
16 - Charter Review Commission @ 12:30 p.m.
22 - Board of Zoning Appeals @ 6 p.m.
25 - City Council @ 6 p.m.

JULY
2 - Planning and Zoning Commission @ 6 p.m.
3 - First Friday
3 - July 4th holiday observed, all City offices closed
(No trash delay)
3 - Sonnycalb Fireworks, 10 p.m. @ Shawnee Park
4 - July 4th holiday
6 - Traffic Commission @ 6 p.m.
7 - BRACA @ 6 p.m.
9 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
13 - Civil Service Commission @ 5:30 p.m.
23 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
27 - Board of Zoning Appeals @ 6 p.m.

AUGUST
3 - Traffic Commission @ 6 p.m.
4 - BRACA @ 6 p.m.
6 - Planning and Zoning @ 6 p.m.
10 - Civil Service Commission @ 5:30 p.m.
11 - Economic Development Advisory Board @ 6 p.m.
13 - City Council @ 6 p.m.
24 - Board of Zoning Appeals @ 6 p.m.
25 - Neighborhood Night Out - Shawnee Park (5 - 7 p.m.)
27 - City Council @ 6 p.m.

