THE XENIA
COMMUNICATOR
NEWS FROM THE CITY OF XENIA, OHIO
CITY MANAGER’S CORNER
Annexation ... The Big Picture
By now, many of you may have heard the news that Central State
University has asked the City of Xenia to annex the campus. This news is
not only good for Central State and the City, but it’s good for you, too.
Why? Because the future of this community is tied to education. Education
is tied to growth. Growth is tied to economic development. Economic
development is tied to jobs. Jobs are tied to prosperity. Prosperity is tied to
enhanced quality of life. And enhanced quality of life is tied to longevity …
for this city, for you, your family and your descendants.
Central State University has been our neighbor to the east since 1887. Over the years, this
institution has awarded college degrees to thousands of students, many of whom have remained
in this area to live, work and contribute to the local economy. Our esteemed City Mayor, Marsha
Bayless, is among those who call Central State their alma mater. Central State has grown over the
years, starting as a normal school, then a college and then a university offering graduate degrees
in a variety of disciplines.
While we have been good neighbors, we probably have not taken advantage of all the ways we
could partner to make our communities, both Xenia and Wilberforce, more economically and
educationally viable on a local, regional and national basis. There is no doubt that many Xenia
residents have attended Central State over the years and that the City has provided contracted
water and fire services as well as limited police assistance, but perhaps, the relationship between
the City of Xenia and Central State has not been as progressive or rewarding as it could have been
to further establish our region as a major economic force. That was then, this is now.
The partnership between the City and Central State to collaborate on annexation will not only
fulfill cost saving goals, it will further signal a new era in CSU’s and Xenia’s game-changing
mentality to secure Xenia and Central State’s rightful place as united community partners.
As the University remains mindful of fiscal solvency and State-initiated mandates to grow its
student population, at the same time it is strengthening its reach and influence in agri-science,
business, mass communications, and primary and secondary education. It is looking for
creative and collaborative ways to remain relevant, viable and strong. Think of this - Central
State must continue to grow. If not, there will be no vibrant Central State. The City of Xenia
must continue to grow. If not, there will be no vibrant Xenia and no compelling need to
explore Xenia.
Visionary scenarios can exist beyond the basic partnership to provide water and fire/EMS
services, mutual aid police service, roadway maintenance, professional planning,
economic development and public relations services. Consider this—working as
partners, in a closely aligned vision, let us say the university offers students the
opportunity to study the new world of agri-science to become proficient in the
needs and ever-changing methods to provide and grow food in a rapidly changing
and highly technology-oriented industry. Central State is on the cutting edge of
this. The United States Department of Agricultural (USDA) teamed up
with Central State to offer four-year degrees paid for by USDA that can
directly benefit Xenia area residents.
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LEAF COLLECTION
This year’s annual Leaf Collection will begin on
November 27. Leaf collection is done later in the
season to help ensure most leaves have fallen off the
trees, and residents have had ample
time to rake them to the curb. Leaves
need to be raked to the curb before
the Monday of your pick up week. Cars
should not be parked in the leaf pick
up area. Scan the code to learn more!

2017 Collection Dates
Zone 1 November 27 through December 8. All

areas north of Main Street including Main Street.

Zone 2 December 11 through December 22.
All areas south of Main Street.

Residents also have the option of mulching leaves or
bagging them and taking them to the Greene County
Recycling Center on Greene Way Boulevard.
RUMPKE WILL NO LONGER PICK UP BAGGED
LEAVES. THEY WILL ONLY PICK UP DEBRIS THAT WILL
FIT INTO THE TRASH RECEPTACLE.

MORE BIKE RACKS DOWNTOWN!
The City has continued its partnership with the Greene
County Career Center and local manufacturer Twist,
Inc., in providing customized bike racks for downtown
Xenia. For the second year in a row, Career Center
welding students designed and built 12 inverted
U-shaped bike racks emblazoned with the letter “X,”
only charging the City for the cost of materials. Twist,
a Xenia metal fabrication business, generously
provided free powder-coat
painting of the bike racks, in
Xenia blue, of course. The
racks have been installed
throughout downtown on
sidewalks. Thanks to both of
these generous partners for
adding to a unique and
practical Downtown
streetscape!
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SNOW REMOVAL SERVICE
The Public Service Department manages a fleet of
vehicles that are used all year long for various
tasks. When winter weather threatens, many of
these vehicles will be fitted with snow removal
equipment and supplied with salt/de-icing
products. When possible, pre-salting will take
place to avoid initial icing. Plowing will be
prioritized to main roads, the City’s designated
snow routes (see below), main intersections and
bridges, and then neighborhoods. Residents with
urgent medical need (e.g., treatments, etc.),
should notify us in advance by
calling 376-7265, M-F, 7:30 a.m.4:00 p.m., so crews can further
prioritize those locations. Residents
should still call 9-1-1 for medical
emergencies.
ROUTE
Ankeney-Mill Rd.
Church St.
Cincinnati Ave.
Collier/Edison/Sutton

FROM
Sutton Dr.
Columbus St.
Third St.
SR 68

TO
End
Third St.
U.S. 35
Main St.
St./Upper
Colorado Dr.
Lower Bellbrook Rd. Second
Bellbrook Rd.
Columbus St.
Home Ave.
Stevenson Rd.
Country Club Dr.
Detroit St.
Dead-end
Dayton Ave.
Main St.
End
Detroit St.
U.S. 35
Old Springfield Pike
Hollywood/Kinsey
End
End
Home Ave.
Detroit St.
Corporate limit
Industrial Blvd.
Lower Bellbrook Ave.
Cincinnati Ave.
Ledbetter Rd.
Cincinnati Ave.
Detroit St.
Lower Bellbrook Ave.
Vilma Way
Second St.
Main St.
U.S. 35
Douglas St.
Market St.
Detroit St.
Collier St.
Monroe Dr.
Lake St.
Country Club Dr.
Orville Way
SR 42
End
Patton St.
Home Ave.
Birch Rd.
Pawnee Tr./Rockwell Dr.
End
End
Progress Dr.
Dayton-Xenia Rd.
Second St.
Second St.
U.S. 35
Columbus St.
Sheelin Rd.
Towler Dr.
Dayton Rd.
Tennessee Dr.
Colorado Dr.
End
West St.
Church St.
Ankeney-Mill Rd.
Wilson Dr.
Detroit St.
Joyce Dr.

Our
It is the mission of the City of Xenia to provide exemplary
Mission
municipal services through responsible stewardship of community assets,
Statement
and the promotion of economic, environmental and social vitality.

Pag e 3

w w w. e X p l o r e X e n i a . c o m

FINANCE DIRECTOR BAZELAK RETIRES
After thirty three years of service
to the City of Xenia and its
residents, Mark Bazelak retired
from the Finance Department in
his most recent position as the
Director of Finance. His
distinguished career started in
1984 after receiving his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Finance in
1983 from The Ohio State University. Bazelak joined the City on
a temporary basis as a Finance Clerk. He consistently took on
more advanced assignments to gradually work his way up the
municipal ladder to Administrative Assistant, Assistant Finance
Director, and ultimately Finance Director since September 2004.
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SERGEANT GRADUATES
LEADERSHIP SCHOOL

SOME NEW & SOME FAMILIAR FACES!

Congratulations to
Sergeant Jeff Osburn
who is a recent
graduate of the
Public Safety
Leadership Academy
(PSLA) held by The
Ohio State University
- John Glenn College of Public Affairs.
Sergeant Osburn graduated June 9,
2017, after an intensive 11-week
course that is an investment in making
Ohio safer by investing in police
leaders at the state, county and local
levels. The academy is in partnership
with the Ohio State Highway Patrol
Training Academy and was offered at
no cost by using casino tax revenue
distributed to the Ohio Department of
Public Safety’s Office of Criminal
Justice Services. Sergeant Osburn is a
20-year veteran of the Xenia Police
Division. During his career, he served
as a Patrol Officer, Bicycle Patrol, Task
Force Detective, Section Detective and
is currently a Patrol Sergeant.

The City of Xenia welcomes several new faces and congratulates
some familiar ones:

EMPLOYEE RETIRES

Bazelak oversaw the completion of the City’s Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report, and under his leadership the City was
awarded with Certificates of Achievement from the Government
Finance Officer’s Association (GFOA) for Excellence in Financial
Reporting from 1986 through 2013, and the prestigious Auditor
of State Award with Distinction for financial reporting in 2002,
2003 and 2011, which is given to fewer than 5 percent of local
governments. While Bazelak worked hard to improve the City’s
bond rating from A1 to AA, his years of service helped make the
City operate in a fiscally-sound position for years. The entire
Xenia staff wishes Mark well in his future endeavors!

 Previous Assistant City Manager Ryan Duke was promoted to
Finance Director.
 In Public Service, we welcome in-house Facility and Grounds
Attendants Larry Channels and William Kearns. In the Maintenance
Division, we welcome Trett Solli, Sam Williamson, and Scot Hiller as
well as Laborer Barry Adams.
 In the Police Division, we welcome Officers Alexandria Mumpower,
Matthew Staley, and (William) Jarrod Cecil.
 In the Fire Division, we welcome Firefighters Daniel Smith, Scott
Burrows, Levi Dalton, and Daniel O’Malley.
 In Accounts Receivable, we welcome Manager Stephanie Hall, and
Finance Clerks Amy Trimble and Megan Melvin.
 In Xenia Municipal Court, we welcome Deputy Clerks, Julie Kenney
and Ed Goble, Deputy Bailiff Michelle Moser, as well as Ameer
Fisher, a new intern assisting the Probation Department.
 In the City Manager’s Office, we welcome Assistant City Manager
Jared Holloway and Sarah Young, an intern assisting with Public
Relations.
 In the Law Department, we welcome new Law Director Donnette
Fisher.

Be a Community of Choice
Make Our Neighborhoods Great

Stan Randall retired
from the Public
Service Maintenance
Division after 18 years
of service on June 30,
2017. Randall joined
the City in 1999 and
served in many
capacities during his career, which
began in the Parks Division where he
was responsible for the care and
maintenance of Xenia’s 13 city parks.
Randall transferred to the Street
Division where he remained until his
retirement and spent his summers
mowing grass and winters plowing
snow, salting icy streets and making
our streets safe for Xenians and the
public at large. Stan could always be
counted on for his hard work and
effort. He will be missed!

Grow Our Economy
Strengthen Our Core

Our

X-Plan

Vision
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DOWNTOWN BUILDING OWNERS MEETING

PARK UPDATES

A group of downtown Xenia building owners has been informally
meeting over the past year to discuss how they, in conjunction
with the City of Xenia and Greene County, can synchronize their
efforts for continued positive growth and development of the
Downtown Historic District. Two of the owners, Jennifer Dunn
and Gregory Bernitt, will attend the upcoming state-wide
Heritage Ohio Conference, which offers training sessions that aid
in fostering economic development and sustainability through
preservation of historic buildings, revitalization of downtowns
and neighborhood commercial districts, and promotion of
cultural tourism.

Sol Arnovitz Park: The City, with
considerable help from dedicated
volunteers, has revitalized a previously
underutilized, but beautifully wooded,
park on Towler Road with a new hiking
trail system and a disc golf course! The
park now has two
new pedestrian
bridges over
Shawnee Creek, a
gravel trail loop,
mulched trails and
an 18-hole disc golf
course. The disc golf
and trails were
installed by the City’s Public Service
Department and the bridges were
installed by Brumbaugh Construction.
City capital funds were supplemented
by a NatureWorks Grant and donations
from Xenia Rotary. A dedicated group
of volunteer disc golf enthusiasts from
Xenia and from the Dayton Disc Golf
Association assisted with the design of
the course, as well as parts of its
construction. The project grew out of
local interests in disc golf as well as
park improvements requested by
Xenians during the Play Xenia
recreation planning process in 2014.
Thanks to all who contributed to this
project! Nature lovers and disc golfers
can look forward to many years of
enjoyment, including potential disc golf
tournaments.

Downtown Building Owners Meeting
(DBOM) is looking for creative and
effective ways to attract strong new
businesses to the downtown core.
If you are a building owner or investor
who wants to see continued growth in
the downtown Xenia historic district,
e-mail Greg at
GPB78.enterprises@gmail.com
or Jennifer at
jennifer@eaveyexchange.com
for more information.

NEW BUSINESSES IN XENIA
 Devil Wind Brewing: Downtown microbrewery, coming soon

to 130 S. Detroit Street (former Fastenal space).

 Flour Bake Shop: Downtown bakery at 13 E. Main Street.
 Parker’s General Store: Downtown health and bulk foods and












antiques business, in the Markets on Main space at 29 E. Main
Street.
Bestwood Cabinetry Sales: Downtown cabinet sales business
at 117 W. Main Street.
Coffee Hub: Downtown coffee shop at 81 E. Main Street.
Lemons to Lemonade: Downtown Vintage retail store at 61 E.
Main Street.
Glamor Nails: Nail salon at 280 N. Detroit Street.
Farmers Market at Country Blessings: Seasonal farmers
market at 491 W. Second Street.
Rapid Fired Pizza: New pizza restaurant, coming to Carol’s
Corner Shopping Center at 40 S. Progress Drive.
Penn Station: New restaurant at 195 Hospitality Dr. (part of a
12,000 sq. ft. retail complex with space for additional tenants).
Elite Auto Exchange: Used car business coming to 1307 N.
Detroit Street.
Union Savings Bank: New bank branch at 100 E. Market
Street.
Hearing Healthcare Management: Medical Office at
156 S. Progress Drive.
American Building Company/Nucor: Office headquarters
for a prefabricated building manufacturing company at
2380 Bellbrook Avenue.

Sterling Green Park: The City’s Public
Service Department has completed a
walking trail system, shelter and
playground seating, and Butler Asphalt
installed a new basketball court, in
Sterling Green Park. Improvements to
this park were prioritized by Xenians
during the Play Xenia recreation
planning process in 2014. This park,
located in a growing section of Xenia,
has been underutilized and largely
undeveloped for most of its history.
These improvements will enable
greater utilization and enjoyment of
the space by area residents.

Our
It is the mission of the City of Xenia to provide exemplary
Mission
municipal services through responsible stewardship of community assets,
Statement
and the promotion of economic, environmental and social vitality.
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION: Downtown Mobility & Safety Improvements
Construction has begun on the Downtown Safety Project, which involves several grant-funded
transportation improvements that will make Downtown Xenia safer and more convenient for motorists,
cyclists and pedestrians. The project evolved from X-Plan – a citizen-driven comprehensive plan for Xenia
adopted in 2013. Xenians expressed a need during this
process for improved safety and convenience for all
modes of travel in downtown.
The Downtown Safety Project, to be completed by
June 2018, will create a new, protected, two-way bike
lane on Detroit Street between Church and Third
Streets; safety improvements to the Detroit/Church
intersection; safety improvements to pedestrian/bike
crossings at Detroit/Market, Detroit/Prairie Grass Trail,
and W. Main/Creekside Trail; new mast-arm signals,
including a new signal at W. Main/Galloway; and
replacement of pavement on Detroit Street, from
Home Avenue to Church Street.
The project follows a lengthy process of community
involvement and engineering studies. Following X-Plan,
a traffic study of the downtown area was conducted in
2014 with community input, including a walking tour of
downtown with stakeholders to identify safety issues.
This study identified key safety problems and strategies
to address them, while balancing the convenience
needs of motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.
The project will improve safety for all modes of travel
in Downtown Xenia. Improved safety will in turn make
Downtown a more attractive location for businesses,
residents and visitors. Specifically, it will address the
following problems:
 Frequent vehicle crashes on W. Main Street in the vicinity of
the Creekside Trail crossing, as well as an unsafe bike/
pedestrian crossing (rated as one of the 40 most crash-prone
road segments in the Miami Valley).
DURING CONSTRUCTION
 Vehicle crashes at Detroit/Church intersection due to poor
design.
Residents are advised that occasional lane
 Unsafe, inadequate bike facilities on Detroit Street
closures and bike path detours will occur on
between Church and Third Streets, which is part of the
Detroit Street between Home Avenue and
heavily used 80-mile-long Little Miami Scenic Trail.
Church Street as well as W. Main Street near
Galloway Street and the Creekside Trail
 Unsafe pedestrian crossing at the intersection of
N. Detroit and Market Streets.
Crossing (between Dayton Avenue and
W. Church Street) between October 2017 and
 Unsafe pedestrian/bike crossing at the intersection of S.
late May 2018.
Detroit Street and Home Avenue.
 Normal pavement maintenance needs on Detroit Street. Look for this mailer

Special thanks to Xenia citizens for
participating in the planning stages
of this project for a safer, more
prosperous downtown! More
information is available online at
www.xeniasafetyproject.com.

Be a Community of Choice
Make Our Neighborhoods Great

with more details
about this important
safety project, which
was mailed
recently.

Grow Our Economy
Strengthen Our Core

Our

X-Plan

Vision
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BEGGAR’S NIGHT
Tuesday, October 31, 2017
6 - 8 p.m. RAIN OR SHINE
Please consider the following safety tips for a safe
and happy Halloween for all:

 Houses wanting to be visited by “Trick or Treaters”
should leave porch lights on.
 Parents should accompany all young children while
“Trick or Treating.”
 Children should take their treats home for parents to
inspect before eating.
 Children should be reminded to walk—not run—
between houses and use sidewalks when available.
 Remind children to practice caution when crossing the
street and to cross only at intersections when traffic is
clear.

Parents, please keep visibility in mind when your
children dress up for Halloween activities. It can
start with simple steps such as reflective tags on
shoes to help them be seen as they walk, especially
when crossing the street.

XENIA JOB FAIR
October 24, 2017
The City of Xenia, in conjunction with partners Ohio
Means Jobs-Greene County, the Xenia Area
Chamber of Commerce, Clark State Community
College and Xenia Community
Schools, will host the third annual
Xenia Job Fair on Tuesday, October
24, 2017, from 1-5 p.m. at the
Xenia High School Gymnasium,
303 Kinsey Road.
This year’s event will incorporate a session for high
school senior employment from 1-2 p.m. Thirty
businesses are expected to be on hand, seeking
qualified applicants to fill open positions. Employers
will include companies in the industrial, medical
and human services fields. There is no cost to
participate. Attendees can register on site or preregister at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017xenia-job-fair-registration-38291851960.
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COMMUNITY FESTIVAL IN REVIEW
The 2017 Community Festival was a
smashing success. Mark your calendars
for next year’s event on the third
weekend of September! Visit the Xenia
Area Chamber of Commerce’s website
(www.xacc.com) for more great photos!

NEIGHBORHOOD NIGHT OUT
Thank you to everyone
who came out to the
Neighborhood Night
Out events throughout
the City this year!
The 2017 events have
concluded, but City
administration and our
community partners
can’t wait to visit with
you again next year!

EAST END WAYFINDING SIGNAGE
The City partnered with the Charles Young Buffalo
Soldiers National Monument, the National AfroAmerican Museum and Cultural Center, Central
State University, Wilberforce University and Payne
Theological Seminary to jointly design and fund
three new wayfinding signs in the East End. The
signs, located on E. Main Street, N. Columbus
Avenue and E. Church Street, direct drivers to the
above-mentioned important destinations in the
Wilberforce area and will help promote awareness
of these important assets. The signs will help each
of these entities as well as the
City, and serve as cultural and
educational anchors and
economic generators, providing
resources while attracting jobs,
investment and visitors to the
area. The City thanks all its
partners for their generosity
and collaboration.

Our
It is the mission of the City of Xenia to provide exemplary
Mission
municipal services through responsible stewardship of community assets,
Statement
and the promotion of economic, environmental and social vitality.
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HOMETOWN CHRISTMAS
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Continued from Page 1

Saturday, November 25th

Not only does Central State attract more
students throughout Xenia’s agrarian region, but
Bells will be ringing earlier this year as we gear up to
students from this area learn the best ways to
celebrate Hometown Christmas on Small Business Saturday.
keep people properly fed in a city often
Visits with Santa, a spectacular light show, food trucks,
considered to be a “food desert,” lacking in
games, carriage rides, festivities and much, much more is
planned! Mark your calendars … you won’t want to miss it! nutritious food for all. As more students come
and graduate here, it increases the opportunity
to attract food industry companies, along with all
Alexis
their ancillary functions, e.g., manufacturing,
Gomez
software and hardware technology, avionics and
UVS (drone) research. Get the picture?
Education, economic development, jobs,
prosperity, quality of life.
Folks, this request from Central State for
annexation is about the future, and perhaps
ironically, about the past. Wilberforce and Xenia
are not mutually exclusive. Yes, the City of Xenia
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:
and Central State have a past. It has been good,
10:00 a.m.
but now it is time for it to be great. It is time to
 Ugly Sweater Reindeer 5K Run & Winterland Walk
respect the strong history of the past and ensure
at Xenia Station
that Central State and the Wilberforce area do
not suffer any loss of identity, but for Xenia and
4:00 p.m.
Wilberforce to embrace and share the future
 Hometown Christmas Parade
they’ll have with Central State University. It is
5:00 - 9:00 p.m. at Shawnee Park
definitely the time for Xenia to further recognize
that in closer partnership with Central State,
 Visits with Santa in the Park
residents of this City can benefit not only by
 Musical Guest: American Idol Finalist Alexis Gomez
gaining a good, solid education, but also leave a
 Xenia Lights: A Christmas Lights Spectacular
legacy at this critical moment in time that
ALL DAY Downtown Events
secures the future by understanding and
recognizing the past.
 Horse and Carriage Rides
For Q & A’s on Central State’s request to be
 Scavenger Hunt
annexed, visit www.eXploreXenia.com or call
 Frosty's Winter Market
the City of Xenia at 937-376-7231.
 Gingerbread House Contest
Historic Downtown Xenia
 Window Winterland - Window Decorating contest
shops offer food, retail, coffee
 Silent Night, Silent Auction
and now – great books to

Vendors or those interested in volunteer and/or
sponsorship opportunities should e-mail
hometownchristmas@ci.xenia.oh.us.

COURT WINS GRANT
Xenia Municipal Court was awarded a $67,425
Supreme Court of Ohio Technology Grant to
procure document imaging services on the Court’s
pre-2009 case files. Xenia Municipal Court began
scanning in 2009 and the grant has helped save
the City time and money to backscan all the files
from prior years that still were within Ohio
Supreme Court’s retention schedule.

Be a Community of Choice
Make Our Neighborhoods Great

read for free – with Little Free
Libraries popping up all
over! If you have a few
moments or just need to clear
your head, stop in one of the
businesses listed below and
peruse some great books for
adults and children. If you
become engrossed, take one.
Or, leave one for the next
visitor. Businesses with Little
Free Libraries include: One
Bistro, Parkers General Store
and Gypsy-Alley Boutique on
E. Main Street.

Grow Our Economy
Strengthen Our Core

Our

X-Plan

Vision

City Administration Building
107 E. Main Street
Xenia, OH 45385
376-7232
Xenia Police Division
Non-Emergency
372-9901
Xenia Fire Division
Non-Emergency
376-7278
Xenia Income Tax
376-7248
Xenia Utility Billing
376-7242
Street and Storm Sewer Maintenance
376-7265
Refuse and Recycling Collection
1-800-223-3960 (Rumpke)

For more information,
Visit Xenia’s website:
www.eXploreXenia.com

If you want to receive an electronic copy of the
Xenia Communicator and/or you would like to opt
out of receiving a hard copy mailed to your Utility
Billing address, go to this link to complete the form:
http://www.ci.xenia.oh.us/335/CommunicatorNewsletter

UPCOMING EVENTS & Important Dates
October 24: Xenia Job Fair (See Pg. 6)

November 27- December 8: Leaf Collection - Zone 1 (See Pg. 2)

October 24: Xenia Community Schools Trunk or Treat from 6-8 December 11 - 22: Leaf Collection - Zone 2 (See Pg. 2)
p.m. at Shawnee Elementary School (Rain Date: October 26)
December 25: City Offices will be closed in observance of
October 31: Beggar’s Night from 6 - 8 p.m. RAIN or SHINE (See Christmas Day. Trash collection will be delayed one day from
the holiday.
Pg. 6)
November 7: Election Day - Exercise your right to vote!
November 10 (Observed): City Offices will be closed in
observance of Veterans Day on November 11. Trash collection
will NOT be delayed.
November 23 - 24: City Offices will be closed in observance of
Thanksgiving. Trash collection will be delayed one day from
the holiday.
November 25: Hometown Christmas Celebration (See Pg. 7)

January 1: City Offices will be closed in observance of New
Year’s Day. Trash collection will be delayed one day from the
holiday.
January 15: City Offices will be closed in observance of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day. Trash collection will NOT be delayed.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
MORE INFORMATION
ON THESE AND OTHER
EVENTS!

