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Xenia
a Finan
nce Dirrector T
Turns O
Over Reeins
Xenia, Oh
hio (June 23,, 2017) Effecttive July 31, 2017, City off Xenia Finannce Director Mark Bazelakk will
retire capp
ping over 33 years of serviice with the city.
c
Before Baazelak started
d his career with
w the City, he graduatedd from Xeniaa High Schoool in 1979 andd then
attended The
T Ohio Statte University earning his Bachelor
B
of S
Science Degreee in Finance in 1983. Baazelak
joined thee City of Xenia on a tem
mporary basis as a Financ e Clerk on M
March 22, 1984, and was hired
permanen
ntly on September 17, 1984. He consiistently took on more advvanced assignnments to steeadily
increase his
h skills, abiilities, and kn
nowledge wh
hile working his way up tthe ladder, annd his work ethic,
profession
nalism, greaat analytical skills, and
d attention to detail prompted hhis promotioon to
Administrrative Assistaant in the Finaance Directorr’s Office on January 5, 1987. He wass later promoted to
Assistant Finance Direector on Octob
ber 2, 1988.
Bazelak was
w appointed
d as Finance Director effective Septem
mber 1, 2004, and has servved in that cappacity
since thatt time. Throu
ughout the majority
m
of his
h career, M
Mark was prim
marily responsible or ovversaw
the complletion of the City’s Com
mprehensive Annual
A
Finanncial Report (CAFR). W
With his skillls and
high stand
dards, the Citty was rewarrded with Cerrtificates of A
Achievement from the Goovernment Finance
Officers Association
A
(G
GFOA) for ex
xcellence in financial
f
repoorting from 1986 thru 2013 (inclusive). The
City also received the Auditor of Sttate Award with
w Distinctioon for financiial reporting iin 2002, 20033, and
2011, whiich is a distinction given to
o fewer than 5 percent of loocal governm
ments under B
Bazelak’s direction.
Through sound financcial managem
ment practicess and principples, Bazelakk worked to im
mprove the C
City’s
bond ratin
ng from A1 to
t AA- from Standard & Poor’s
P
rating agency, whiich recognizees the City’s sstrong
budget flexibility, stro
ong liquidity, strong debtt and continggent liabilitiees profile, sttrong manageement
f
policcies and practtices, and buddget performaance.
conditionss with good financial
Bazelak’ss contribution
n to the financcial policies an
nd practices aalso include thhe following::
•
•
•
•

Developed
D
the City’s Investtment and Deebt Managemeent Policies
Developed
D
the City’s Econo
omic Impact Analysis
A
Poliicy
Accomplished
A
annual upd
dates of the City’s Finanncial Manageement and A
Accounting Syystem
Pu
urchasing Maanual as well as a compreh
hensive update
te in Decembeer 2003
Developed
D
thee City’s five--year financiaal projection analysis as a tool to meaasure the finaancial
heealth of the City
C to determ
mine current an
nd future finaancial resourcce needs

•
•
•

Oversaw the development and implementation of the City’s Information Technology Strategic
Plan
Accomplished the replacement of financial system software in 2005 to improve employee
productivity, enhanced service offerings to citizens and employees, and improved reporting
capacity
Sought and secured bond counsel and financial advisory services and managed debt refinancing
and/or the issuance of bonds to finance numerous capital improvement projects including
improvements at the City’s Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants, the Radio Read Meter
Installation project, Shawnee Park repairs and improvements, the Facilities Improvement Project
(construction of the City Administration Building and improvements at the Justice Center [aka
City Hall]) and capital purchases for public safety vehicles

During his career, Bazelak was also the recipient of numerous awards and member of multiple Boards,
committees and groups dedicated to sound fiscal management. He also provided financial guidance to the
City through the recession to include numerous levy campaigns, and provided leadership and knowledge
for important initiatives including the development and implementation of the City’s Wage Classification
Plan from initial planning in 2006 through implementation in 2008.
Throughout his career, Bazelak never hesitated to tackle difficult assignments and provided excellent
leadership to create a work environment conducive to efficient productivity, communication, and
continued learning. His knowledge of the city expanded to all Departments and Divisions who counted on
him to provide his invaluable expertise and sound judgment.
In leaving, Bazelak stated, “I would like to thank City Council, past and present, for the opportunity to
serve the community as Finance Director. I have been fortunate to work with many tremendous people
over the years. As I leave, there continue to be challenges to address, but Xenia is moving in a positive
direction with the promise of endless possibilities.”
Upon Xenia City Council’s acceptance of Bazelak’s retirement notice, Xenia City Council appointed
Assistant City Manager and former Assistant Finance Director Ryan Duke to replace Bazelak. Duke
began work under Bazelak’s direction in January 2005, and was later promoted to assistant finance
director in January 2008, where he served until accepting the assistant city manager position in November
2014.
Duke’s work ethic, advanced technical skills, collaborative leadership style and experience providing
oversight to all city departments and divisions provided the framework for his appointment as Xenia’s
new Finance Director.
According to Xenia City Council President Mike Engle, “The City of Xenia is fortunate to have been in
the hands of such a seasoned fiscal manager and director as Mark Bazelak over many years. His rational
fiscal stewardship and stellar performance in the Finance Department for more than 33 years served the
taxpayers of Xenia well. We wish him well in his future endeavors and a very well-deserved and happy
retirement. Engle added, “We are pleased to appoint Mr. Ryan Duke, who has worked directly for Mark
Bazelak, to now take control of the reins of Xenia’s financial affairs and are excited that not only does he
have a strong technical and financial background, but a rare perspective and familiarity of all City
operations given his duties as Assistant City Manager.”
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