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City of Xenia Places Two
w Ballot Issues Before Voters
Issue 7: Renewal of the 3.5 Mill Opera ng Levy
The City of Xenia will have Issue 7, a renewal of a 3.5 Mill Operating Levy,
on the ballot on November 5, 2013. This levy—in place since 1959—
provides funds for the general operations of the City, including police and
fire protection and street maintenance.
The current operating levy will expire at the end of 2014. Based upon the
Greene County Auditor’s Certificate of Estimated Property Tax Revenue,
if renewed the 3.5 Mill operating levy would continue to generate an
estimated $415,000 per year over the next five years. As a renewal, this levy
would not generate additional dollars, nor would it cost taxpayers
additional dollars.
Due to state legislation passed in the 1970s, voted tax millage can never
exceed the collected tax amount generated when it was first levied, except
for new additions or annexed property. While this is a 3.5 Mill renewal, the
effective tax millage on resident ial property within the City is
approximately .94 mills.

A Renewal Levy
means
NO NEW
TAXES .
It will not
generate any
additional
revenue nor
would it cost the
taxpayers any
additional
dollars.

“The City has done an excellent job in reducing spending across our
operations. Thanks to the support of our citizens in 2010, we were able to
weather the financial crisis, restore critical services that had been cut, and
fulfill our promise of a strong street repaving program,” said City Manager
Jim Percival. “Renewal of this operating levy is important to allow the City
to continue moving forward, providing excellent services for our citizens
and making improvements to our streets and other critical infrastructure,” Percival said. (See Issue 7 pg.2)

Issue 8: Electrical Aggrega on
Ohio Electric Choice began in 2001 and created the ability for
local governments to shop for electrical service on behalf of
residential and small business customers. This activity is known as
governmental aggregation, which leverages a community’s
collective buying power in order to solicit a lower electricity
supplier price for residents and businesses.
Many communities in the area have saved their residential and
small business customers mon ey on their electric bills by
“aggregating.” The City of Xe nia is choosing to begin the
aggregation program by the voter approval method. This means
that voter approval of Issue 8 is required before the
“Opt-Out” aggregation program can begin.
If voters approve Issue 8, the City would be authorized to combine (aggregate) the electrical demand of eligible
residential and small business customers in order to obtain better pricing than an individual buyer can achieve. A
supplier would be selected through a bidding process and the contract including the price per kilowatt hour
would be negotiated by the City on behalf of the residents. There would be a minimum of two (2) public hearings
before a provider is chosen, allowing City residents to weigh in on who provides their power.
Upon selection of a provider, eligible customers would be notified by the selected supplier and would have an
opportunity to decline to participate if they so choose. If a resident currently contracts with a supplier and their
contract requires a termination fee, the resident would be responsible for paying the termination fee if they
decide to switch to the City’s chosen supplier. Residents would still receive only one bill from Dayton Power and
Light. Dayton Power and Light would continue to maintain and repair utility poles and wires, read meters and
respond to power outages whether a customer opts out of or accepts the City’s choice for a generation supplier.
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Issue 7: Renewal 3.5 Mill Opera ng Levy (Cont’d.)
This includes the Xenia Police Division, whose 45 officers respond to more than
22,000 calls per year; the Xenia Fire Division, whose 42 firefighters respond to
approximately 4,700 fire and EMS calls per year; and the Public Service
Department’s Street Maintenance Division, whose 10 employees maintain 115 miles
of roads throughout the City.
“We are proud of the quality services ou r City employees provide,” said Xenia
Mayor Marsha Bayless. “All of us on City Council work to ensure the citizens are
getting the most for their tax dollars. Along with City staff we are constantly looking
at ways to work more efficiently and effectively to get the most out of the dollars
you provide us,” she said.

3.5 Mill Operating Levy
Current Annual Cost to Taxpayers
Tax appraised value
$ 50,000
$ 75,000
$100,000
$125,000
$150,000
$200,000
$225,000
$250,000
$300,000

Tax @ .94 mills
$ 14.39
$ 21.60
$ 28.79
$ 35.99
$ 43.18
$ 57.58
$ 64.78
$ 71.97
$ 86.36

The City has engaged the public through X-Plan, a nearly two year long process that
provides a community-based vision for future development and a roadmap of how
to achieve the vision. The plan reflects the goals, ideas and priorities that citizens
expressed through an extensive public involvement process. Xenians want Xenia to
be a community of choice with a growing economy, great neighborhoods and
a strong core .
“We have the plan to move forward and have continued to build momentum to
achieve these goals,” Percival said. “We need to maintain a sound fiscal base in
order to continue to grow.”
The levy currently costs the average homeown er pennies a day. A property with an
appraised tax value of $100,000 pays $28.79 per year. A property with an appraised
tax value of $125,000 pays $35.99 per year.
For more information about the levy renewal, the City services it helps to provide
and X-Plan, please visit the City’s website at www.ci.xenia.oh.us

A Hometown Christmas
The sixth annual Hometown Christmas in Xenia will be held on the evening of
Saturday, December 14th from 4:00-8:00 p.m. All are invited to share in the oldfashioned magic of downtown at dusk. The event will include horse-drawn
carriage rides (purchase your tickets the day of the event at one of three boarding
areas), musical and dramatic entertainment, a visit from Santa, Mrs. Claus and the
elves at Toward Independence, a live nativity, food trucks, a storefront window
decorating contest and more!
This year’s Window Decorating Contest theme is Christmas Movies. Merchants
should register NOW for their favorite Christmas Movie and decorating in the
theme of that movie. Then, from D ecember 1st until the close of Hometown
Christmas, you, the public, will be able to vote on your favorite windows and play
the "Match the Movie to the Window" contest downtown! This contest is
brought to you by the Hometown Christmas Committee of Downtown Xenia
Now, by the efforts of downtown building and business owners who participate
for your viewing pleasure, and by a generous donation of first, second and third
place prizes by Xenia Glass and Lock, located on S. Detroit Street.
The 2013 Hometown Christmas and Window Decorating Contest will prove to
be a fun and spirited event downtown once ag ain. If you are interested in being a
part of the planning and/or execution of this year's events, plan to attend their
meetings held generally the first Monday of each month at the Xenia Adult
Recreation and Services Center at 6:00 p.m.
For more information, please visit www.xenianow.org or contact Mary Crockett
at mcrockett@ci.xenia.oh.us or (937) 376-7286.
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Movies in the Park Series to Con nue!
The popular Movies in the
Park Series continues
through November! Faith
Community United
Methodist Church has
generously donated their
space to continue this
FREE event for the months
of October and November.
Get ready for spooky laughs! October's movie is " Hotel
Transylvania " and will be shown on Friday, October
25th. The event begins at 6:30 p.m. Kids are encouraged
to wear their Halloween costumes and trick-or-treat
throughout the church prior to the movie. Businesses are
encouraged to attend the event to hand out candy and
information. Free popcorn and drinks will also be served.
November's movie is " The Polar Express " and will be
shown on Friday, November 15th. Gear up for the
holiday season with this great adventure to the North
Pole! The event begins at 6:30 p.m. This event includes a
small craft activity and possibly a model train display.
Following the theme of the movie, kids are encouraged
to wear their pajamas.
Movies are shown at Faith Community UMC
100 Country Club Drive, Xenia, Ohio 45385.

VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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Help Tackle Childhood Hunger
Fall 201
in Xenia

City Helps XHS
Senior Get A
Spirit Rock
Installed at
Xenia High
Cooperation,
collaboration, and
partnership were in full effect recen tly as the City worked to fulfill
a Xenia High School Senior’s long time goal of getting a spirit rock
at the school. Ms. Sarah Young serves as the student liaison on the
City’s Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural Activities. At a
BRACA meeting, she mentioned her struggles with trying to find a
rock to serve as the High School’s “Spirit Rock.” Councilwoman
Jeanne Mills, BRACA Chair, mentioned that the City’s Public
Service Department could help! Through various excavation
projects, the City comes across large boulders and happened to
have a few on hand. She gave Ms. Young a few guidelines on what
was needed, including a letter from XHS Principal Mr. Ted Holop
giving his approval of the new addition as well as an indication of
where the rock should be located on the school property.
The City was happy to help Ms. Young achieve her goal and hopes
the Spirit Rock will become a Xenia Buccaneers tradition and boost
school spirit this year and for many years to come.

Children need more than just pencils, paper,
and books to learn. If children are hungry, it
hampers their ability to learn. Every day, nearly
60 percent of the Xenia Community School
District elementary students receive discounted
and free lunch during the week. However, some
of those students will have very little– or even
nothing– to eat on the weekends.
Xenia students and their siblings who are identified by school personnel
for being at risk will be eligible for the weekend X-Out Hunger
program. The X-Out Hunger Endowment Program was developed
by a group of dedicated volunteers and is a part of the Greene County
Foundation (DBA Greene Giving), which is a tax exempt nonprofit
501 (c)(3) Ohio Corporation. The volunteers, the plan, and the program
are in place, now they need YOUR help! In order to end hunger in our
community, we must join together. Your help is vital to the widespread
success as we tackle the problem of childhood hunger together.
Information about food donation and local service opportunities can be
found by calling (937) 372-7601 ext. 14
Food Donation Locations
Faith Community UMC

100 Country Club Dr.

937-372-7601

City Hall

101 N. Detroit St.

937-376-7232

Xenia Fire Station 1

225 E. Main St.

937-376-7278

Xenia Fire Station 2

849 W. Second St.

937-376-7279

City Seeks Volunteers for Boards, Commissions and Commi ees
Do you want to be a part of the decision making process? There are currently several opportunities for you to serve your community! There are
vacancies on the following Boards, Commissions, or Committees (members must be City of Xenia residents):
Board of Zoning Appeals: The Board of Zoning Appeals is a quasi-judicial board that rules on applications for variances (deviations from
zoning regulations), conditional uses (land uses that require a special review process) and administrative appeals (appeals of City staff decisions
in enforcing zoning or property maintenance codes). The Board meets monthly on the fourth Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Civil Service Commission: The Civil Service Commission has authority to see that the employees in the classified service are appointed and
retained on the basis of merit and fitness as governed by the City Charter, City ordinances or the general laws of the State of Ohio. The
Commission meets monthly on the second Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Xenia Traffic Commission : The Traffic Commission coordinates traffic activities and educational services, receives City staff
recommendations for traffic management, receives traffic-related complaints, makes monthly reports to the City Council and recommends to
City Council and other City officials ways and means for improving traffic conditions and enforcement of traffic regulations. The Commission
meets monthly on the first Monday of the month at 7 p.m.
Economic Development Advisory Board : The Board is a newly formed Board that advises City Council and staff on economic development
policies and activities. The Board plans to meet quarterly, and their next regularly scheduled meeting is on November 19th at 6 p.m.
Tree Committee : Formed in 2011, the Tree Committee’s mission is to create and facilitate a plan for development, conservation, and care of
Xenia’s urban forest resources and to promote and raise awareness about the importance of trees in our community. This Committee is a subcommittee of the Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural Activities. The Board meets monthly on the first Monday of the month at 1 p.m.
To learn more about these opportunities please visit the City’s website at www.ci.xenia.oh.us. All meetings are open to the public.
If you are interested in any of the above vacancies, please co ntact Michelle Johnson, City Clerk, at (937) 376-7235 or email aletter of interest
to mjohnson@ci.xenia.oh.us .

www.ci.xenia.oh.us
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Xenia ... The Hub of it All

There’s a lot happening
at the...
Xenia Community Library/Greene County Public Library (XCL/GCPL)
continues to offer fun and varied activities for reading, learning, and
experiencing your Xenia community in 2013. Whether you are a Xenia
resident with an inquiring mind, a business owner, a parent, a downtown
booster, a non-profit board member, a pre-schooler, or a high-school
teenager, the Xenia Community Library has something for you.
Upcoming Special Xenia events at the Library:

Friends of Xenia Station (FOXS) is “on
a roll” completing their second full-year
as a non-profit volunteer group under
the Greene County Community
Foundation. Volunteers logged hundreds
of hours painting, pulling weeds, and
generally improving Xenia Station and
the surrounding park. Volunteers particularly enjoyed meeting Station
visitors and providing local information to complete their adventures.
Many are return visitors from places without paved trails, who greatly
appreciate what local citizens may take for granted: five unique paved
trails with destinations every ten miles! A gentleman from France
probably came the furthest distance, and once they discover our trails,
visitors do come back. This summer’s trail count held on a Wednesday
and a Sunday indicated an average of about 750 visitors per day to
Xenia Station.

With a table at Xenia’s First Fridays, the Miami Valley Cycling Summit,
the Community Festival, Greene County Trails Classic, the PanOhio
Hope Ride and more, Friends of Xenia Station have been busy
promoting Xenia as the "Hub of it All". We would welcome new
friends and volunteers. To learn more about involvement, “like” our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com /friendsofxeniastation and check
DXN Downtown Book Club – November 19 th , 5-6:15 p.m. – Want to it frequently for updates.
learn more about building and revitalizing a successful downtown? Join us
at the Downtown Xenia Now Downtown Book Club on Tuesdays at the
library from 5-6:15 p.m. at the 2nd floor meeting room. November will
feature the book The New Geography of Jobs by author Enrico Moretti,
led by Greene County Development Department staffer Pete
Williams. Meetings are held the 3rdTuesday of the month. (To learn more,
go to www.xenianow.org, click “news” and scroll to DXN Book
Citizens are welcome to attend meetings of the City of Xenia decisionClub.) To check out the new DXN book collection, go to the Grants
making bodies and participate in our local government. All meetings
Collection on the first floor of the Library.
are held in the City Council Chambers, second floor, Xenia City Hall,
101 N. Detroit Street, unless otherwise noted on the meeting agenda.
National Novel Writing Month in November – Writing the next bestXenia City Council: Regular sessions are held twice a month on the
seller? Join Xenia Community Library and write an entire novel (about
second and fourth Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Special (work) and executive
50,000 words) during the month of November. It doesn’t have to be
sessions occur irregularly and may be prior to a regular session, on a
great. It doesn’t have to be good. It just has to be done. Look on the
Saturday, or any other day convenient to the Council members. The
Library’s Facebook page to follow this, or just stop by the reference desk
public
is invited to attend regular and special (work) sessions.
and ask!
Executive sessions are closed to the public. All regular sessions of City
November 14 th 2-3:30 p.m. – Grant-Seeking Basics Webinar – If you Council are broadcast live on the City’s Government Channel (AT&T
U-verse Ch. 99 and Time Warner Cable Ch. 5) and via streaming video
want to write successful grants, explore funding opportunities as a
on the City’s website.
nonprofit board member or citizen, or are just interested in funding
Spooky Story Time – Throughout the month of October join the
Xenia Community Library and all of the Greene County Library Branches
in their Spooky Halloween programming! For more information, check
the library’s event calendar.

City Government at Work:

Regular Monthly Meeting Schedule

opportunities, you will want to sign up for and attend this live-webinar
held in the computer lab room of the Xenia Community
Library. Offered by the Foundation Center of Cleveland, Ohio
(www.foundationcenter.org/cleveland), the session will be overseen by
Alan Staiger, Reference Librarian for the Xenia Community Library
Foundation Grant Collection. Don’t miss this great opportunity to learn
about the resources you can access through your community library!
22 nd

Xenia Traffic Commission: First Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Planning and Zoning Commission: First (and sometimes
Third) Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board for Recreation, Arts, & Cultural Activities: First
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Civil Service Commission: Second Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m.

November
at 3:30 – The Friends of Xenia Library will be hosting a
showing of the movie John F. Kennedy: A Personal Story
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the death of JFK.

Xenia Board of Zoning Appeals: Fourth Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m.

These are just samplings of the many activities and offerings of YOUR
Xenia Community Library. Check on our website to learn more, to order
books, and to be educated and amused – www.greenelibrary.info/
locations/xenia or like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
XeniaCommunityLibrary.

Per City of Xenia Codified Ordinance Section 206.03, the news media
shall be notified at least 24 hours in advance of any scheduled meeting
of a decision-making body of the City. In the event of an emergency
requiring immediate action, the news media should be notified of such
meeting as soon as possible.
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Bonfires Can Be Lots of Fun, But Did You Know...? •

Fall brings colorful foliage, sweatshi rts, cool nights, and fun times sitting
with friends around a fire. While roasting marshmallows and making
s’mores is family fun, there are some rules that should be followed to
keep you, your family and your property safe. The City of Xenia Fire
Division receives many requests for information
concerning requirements for having a recreation fire
within City limits.
The Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) contains
additional provisions for open burning within
restricted areas that applies to the City of Xenia,
because of our population and the fact that we
are located within an incorporated area. In these
rules yard waste materials cannot be burned
at anytime.
Residents may have a recreational fire subject
to the following rules and regulations.

•

•
•
•

The only material that can be burned is clean dry
wood as a fuel source. (No yard waste or rubbish materials
or prohibited materials defined by the OAC may be burned at
anytime).
If the fire is contained in an approved container, such as an outdoor
fireplace, barbecue pit, etc., the fire must be at least 15 feet from a
structure or combustible materials.
For an open fire not contained, the fire must be at least 25 feet from
a structure, wood fence, neighboring structure or combustible
materials.
Conditions that could cause a fire to spread within 25 feet of the fire
must be eliminated prior to ignition of a fire.

•

Fall 2013
It is important that fires be constantly attended while burning
and must be extinguished if it is not attended.
A portable fire extinguisher with a minimum of a 4A rating or
garden hose, bucket of sand or other suitable means for
extinguishing the fire must be provided.
• The fire must not create an offensive or objectionable
condition that interferes with the neighboring residents’
use and enjoyment of their property. If this occurs, the
Fire Division is required to order the person
responsible for the fire to extinguish the fire or the
Fire Division will extinguish it.
• The Fire Division is required to extinguish fires
that create hazardous conditions.
The most common complaint from neighbors is
when recreational fires are not conducted in
accordance with the rules and regulations, or when the
environmental conditions cause the smoke to migrate off
of the property into the residence of neighboring property.
Persons with chronic breathing problems can be affected by
these conditions.

Another issue that commonly comes up associated with recreational
fires is noise and disturbance of the neighborhood when these events
extend late into the evening. This is a police matter and will be dealt
with by the Xenia Police Division.

If the Fire Division orders you to extinguish your fire due to noncompliance with the rules and regulations, or the fire creates an
offensive or objectionable condition, you are bound by Ohio law
to comply with the request. Failure to do so may result in you
being charged with violation of the open burning regulations.

Tricks to Make Sure You Receive Safe Treats this Halloween
Trick or Treat is one of the most exciting times of
the year for children, but sometimes hectic for
parents and guardians. This Halloween, take a
moment to consider safety precautions to help make
Beggar’s
your children’s Halloween a safer night of fun.
Night is
• Choose bright costumes, and have
children carry flashlights or glow sticks so
they are easily visible. (Hint: try adding
Thursday,
reflective tape to costumes and candy bags!)
October 31
• Plan a trick-or-treating route in a familiar
neighborhood with well-lit streets.
• Make sure children know your cell phone
6:00pm - 8:00pm
number, their home telephone number, and
address in case you get separated.
• Inspect all candy before children eat it.
• Stay away from “dark” houses.
• Teach children to say “NO!” in a loud voice if someone tries to get
them to go somewhere, accept anything other than a treat, or leave
with them. Tell them to try everything they can to escape, including
yelling, hitting, and kicking.

• Make

•

•
•
•

www.ci.xenia.oh.us

sure older
children take
friends and stayy
together while trickor-treating.
Never send younger
children out alone –
they should be with a
parent, guardian, or
another trusted adult.
Always walk younger
children to the door to
receive treats.
Don’t let children enter
a home unless you are
with them.
Avoid anyone that appears strange and call police if you
have any trouble during Trick or Treat.
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Snow Removal

2013 Leaf Collec on
Schedule
The City of Xenia will be collecting
leaves for residents at the curb this fall.
Leaf Crews will travel each city
street only once this season. Cars
parked too closely, other debris in the
piles or leaves not raked to the curb ahead of the crews will not be
collected. Residents will have to make other arrangements to dispose
of those leaves.
City crews will be picking up leaves raked to the curb during the
weeks listed below in the following neighborhoods:

• November 11-15: Northeast section from Church St. and
continuing north to include N. King, N. West, N. Galloway and
the Beverly Hills, Summer Brooke, and Kinsey Meadows
neighborhoods.

• November 18-22: Neighborhoods west of US 35 Bypass
including New Arrowhead, Windsor Park, Reserve of Xenia,
Sterling Green, and Wright Cycle Estates.

• November 25-29: Southeast section from Church St. and
continuing south to include the East End, South End, South
Hill, and Old Arrowhead east of US 35 Bypass.

• December 2-6: All Laynewood neighborhoods and the
neighborhoods that include Charles, Maple and Center Streets.
City staff would like to remind citizens of these important points:

• Leaves need to be raked to the curb BEFORE the Monday of
your pickup week.

• Crews cannot reach a leaf pile if a car is parked within 10 feet.
• Piles must contain leaves only—Leafing equipment cannot pick
up sticks, limbs, or trash.
Check the City’s website for more information including a street-bystreet listing for each of the four leaf zones.
Alternatively, citizens can also mulch or bag their leaves. Rumpke
will take up to 14 bags per residence each week on regular trash
collection days. Bagged leaves can also be taken to the Greene
County Recycling Center on Greene Way Boulevard.

Winter is just around the corner, bringing with it snowy and icy
weather concerns. When winter weather approaches, the Public
Service Department fits several of its vehicles with snow removal
equipment and supplies the necessary salt/de-icing products. When
possible, pre-salting takes plac e to avoid initial icing.
Plowing will be prioritized to the main roads, the City's designated
snow routes, main intersections and bridges, and then local
neighborhood streets. Residents wi th a medical need who must be
able to get out for treatments should notify the City IN ADVANCE
by calling (937) 376-7265 (Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.), so crews
can prioritize those locations. Af ter normal business hours, please
call the City's non-emergency Police Number at (937) 372-9901. As
always, dial 9-1-1 for emergencies.
The Public Service Department asks that you keep your vehicles off
the street until plowing is complete. Municipal parking lots will be
cleared for off-street parking. For your safety and the safety of our
vehicle operators, please stay out of the way of the plows so they can
do their job. Remember to drive cautiously due to ice that may be
under the snow.
During snow events, be sure to stay tuned to your local news for upto-date weather bulletins.

Economic Development Firm engaged to begin
work with the City of Xenia
Community GAiN was retained by City Council to begin the process of
building a new economic development presence for the City. As Xenia
City Manager Jim Percival put it, “I feel like this is a good first step for
the City’s economic development future. I view economic development
as a long term process: One that benefits from a “building blocks”
approach, where each phase is well-executed and forms a solid
foundation for the activity that follows.”
“I think everyone on this Council is very passionate about economic
development for this community,” commented Xenia’s Council
President Mike Engle. “And I am pleased that we could approve this
contract now and move forward.”
Fred Burkhardt, a partner in the Community GAiN venture, stated,
“We are extremely pleased to be wo rking with Xenia. We see economic
development as an absolute necessity for smaller cities today. It’s a
critical step toward self-determined financial well-being for any city. We
use our proprietary business proces ses to collaborate specifically with
smaller communities. Our singular goal is to help them compete for
business effectively in what is stil l for most, a very challenging economy
and economic development environment.”

Xenia Receives Award for X-Plan
The Ohio Chapter of the American Planning
Association (APA-OH) selected the City of Xenia
as the 2013 recipient of the annual Comprehensive
Planning – Small Jurisdiction Award for its recently
adopted X-Plan. X-Plan is the City’s
Comprehensive Plan—an official vision, developed
around goals and priorities expressed by citizens,
for future development and improvement in Xenia. See “Award” on Page 7
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Work Underway at Former
Hooven & Allison Site

Award (con nued from Page 6)
The award is given annually to a plan of unusually high merit in an Ohio
community of less than 100,000 people. Award criteria include innovation,
transferability, quality of presentation, achievability, comprehensiveness,
relevance and the degree of involvement from decision-makers and the general
public. Members of the awards review panel praised X-Plan’s “organic” public
participation process and connection with implementation.
City leaders and citizens should be proud of themselves for their commitment
and enthusiastic participation in the X-Plan process. Thanks to this support, the
City is now focused on implementing X-Plan and has already made some
progress. The plan will continue to guide zoning and development decisions,
annual budget planning, departmental work plans, grant-seeking, and civic
partnerships.
The X-Plan document, a Quick Reference Guide, and process documentation
are all available online (www.ci.xenia.oh.us/x-plan.html). Hard copies are
available at the City’s Public Service Center (966 Towler Rd.) or City Hall
(101 N. Detroit St.).

City Taking a Proac ve
Neighborhood-Based Approach
to Code Enforcement

The City has begun work at the former Hooven & Allison
Cordage Company Site using employees from Environmental
Management Specialists, Inc. (EMS).
The City of Xenia is using a Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund
(CORF) grant from the State of Ohio to contract with EMS
for the cleanup and demolition of the former rope factory,
which is expected to take six to seven months. The City,
which owns the property, plans to redevelop the site upon
completion. The cost of the project is $2,746,076.
“EMS has performed many CORF projects throughout Ohio
and we are looking forward to working with the City of
Xenia on yet another successful project that will be beneficial
to all involved,” said Tim Acri, Chief Operating Officer of
EMS. Environmental cleanup is the first step and includes
removal of all waste products from the buildings, asbestos
abatement, and removal of several underground storage
tanks. Demolition occurs after cleanup of a building is
complete. Considerable and visible progress has been made.
“This project has been five years in the making, and we are
glad to finally have the work underway,” said Xenia City
Manager Jim Percival. The H&A project started in 2008 with
a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA). The City
has also received grants through the State of Ohio Clean
Ohio program for the Phase II ESA.

Xenians take great pride in their neighborhoods,
downtown and business districts. This pride is
what makes Xenia a great place to live, work
and play.

The contract with EMS calls for a structural engineer to
complete an assessment of the smokestack. If it is
determined to be structurally sound, it will remain in place.
“We realize the smokestack is an iconic structure in Xenia,
and we want to try to preserve it,” Percival said. “If,
however, it is determined to be unstable, the City has an
obligation to demolish it as a matter of public safety,” he
said.

However, like many communities, Xenia has felt
the challenges presented by economic trends as
well as aging buildings and population. These
trends have led to disinvestment and vacancy in
some areas of Xenia. It is perhaps for these
reasons that Xenians placed a high priority on
improved Property Maintenance Code
enforcement during the X-Plan process.
In response, the Planning and Zoning Department has organized an annual
comprehensive citywide neighborhood-by-neighborhood assessment for
compliance with the City’s Property Maintenance Code. Rather than relying
on the more traditional complaint-based approach, this proactive approach
helps the City to be more fair, consistent, and effective in enforcing codes
and encouraging adequate maintenance.

The main factory building, which sits along Grove Street, will
remain in place upon completion of the remediation
activities. The building is structurally sound and can be used
as part of the redevelopment efforts on the nearly 21-acre
site. Other buildings are to be demolished as part of the
project.

Part of this effort is a downtown -focused initiative called Downtown
Building Checkup. This includes interior inspections of historic downtown
buildings by a team of Fire, Building, Property Maintenance, and Economic
Development personnel. The goal of the Checkup is to identify critical code
deficiencies as well as opportunities to help building owners market and
upgrade their buildings.
The City does not seek to nit-pick or to be punitive. It seeks to work with
property owners personally to educate them on required levels of
maintenance and encourage voluntary compliance. Legal action is a last-resort
when repeated efforts to seek compliance fail or there is a significant safety/
health hazard. The City understands that some citizens face physical/financial
obstacles and will work to fi nd assistance where available.
The end result of this effort is to upho ld the pride that Xenians take in their
community. Working together, we can spread this pride throughout Xenia
and beyond by maintaining a clean, safe and stable community!

www.ci.xenia.oh.us
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Xenia City Hall
101 N. Detroit Street
Xenia, OH 45385
376-7232
Xenia Police Division
Non-Emergency
372-9901
Xenia Fire Division
Non-Emergency
376-7278
Xenia Utility Billing
376-7242
Street and Storm Sewer Maintenance
376-7265
Trash Pickup
800-223-3960 (Rumpke)
For more information,
visit Xenia’s website:
www.ci.xenia.oh.us

New and Expanded Businesses
• Live Gracefully Dance Studio (dance
instruction)—1226-28 N. Monroe Dr.

• Xenia Fish Bait & Tackle—55 Home Ave.
• T. Lane Designs, Limited (Home Décor,
Photography)—75 W. Main St.

• Joni & Friends—249 Bellbrook Ave.
• Just-Ink Tees—78 E. Second St.
• LoveLuxeHair Salon—183 Bellbrook Ave.
• Twist, Inc.—60’ x 175’ building addition
• Doster Heating and Cooling—129 S. Detroit • Our Family Soap & Gifts—30 S. Detroit St.
St.
• Miami Trail Tavern—44 Xenia Towne Square

Upcoming Events
Voter Information Night Tuesday,
October 22nd 6 to 8 p.m. at Xenia Adult
Recreation Center, 130 E Church Street

City offices will be closed Monday,
November 11th in observance of Veteran’s
Day.

Hometown Christmas Saturday,
December 14 th 4 to 8 p.m. in Downtown
Xenia (See page 2)

“Movies in the Park” Series continues on
Fridays, October 25 th and November 15 th,
at 6:30 p.m. at Faith Community United
Methodist Church (See page 2)

Leaf Collection November 11th thru
December 6 th (See page 6)

City Offices will be closed Wednesday,
December 25th in observance of Christmas
Day. Trash collection delayed by one day from
the holiday.

Beggar’s Night Thursday, October 31st
from 6 to 8 p.m.
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday,
November 3 rd...don't forget to Fall Back and
change your batteries in your smoke detectors.
Election Day Tuesday, November

8

5th

Free Community Thanksgiving Day
Dinner to be held on Thanksgiving Day,
November 28 th , from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
at the Xenia Adult Recreation and Services
Center.
City offices will be closed Thursday and
Friday, November 28 th -29th in observance of
Thanksgiving. Trash collection delayed by one
day from the holiday.

XENIA

City Offices will be closed Wednesday,
January 1 st in observance of New Year’s Day.
Trash collection delayed by one day from the
holiday.
City Offices will be closed Monday,
January 20 th in observance of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day. Trash collection will not be affected.
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