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State of the City
In 2011 the City of Xenia was able to accomplish many
positive community goals, due in large part to the citizen
support of the 2010 levy. We were able to carry out a
robust street resurfacing program in 2011. Utilizing many
sources of revenue, we accomplished over $800,000 in
improvements to the streets of Xenia.
2011 was a successful year for the completion of major
grant projects as well. The City received over one million
dollars from the Ohio Public Works Commission for the
installation of a 20-inch water main that runs from the
Water Treatment Plant north of town to Kinsey Road.
The West Main Street Enhancement Project was also
completed with grant funding. The enhancement of
West Main Street provides the City with an exceptional
western gateway into our community.
2012 promises to be an exciting year for the City of
Xenia. The redevelopment of Shawnee Park, one of the
jewels of our community, is currently underway. The
retaining wall around the lake is being replaced as are the
sidewalks, lights, the pavilion stage and floor along with
other improvements that will keep Shawnee Park viable
long into the future. There are many great things
happening in our community. As always we must
continue to strive for excellence and provide the highest
level of service while containing the cost of business.

We look forward to working with our citizens in the
coming year to make Xenia an even better
community in which to work, live, and raise a family.
For the complete State of the City address, see the
City website at www.ci.xenia.oh.us.

Xenians Look to the Road Ahead
For the past six months City staff and Xenia citizens
have been working together to define the issues that
should guide Xenia’s plans for the future.

Several key themes have
emerged from the process so
far:

X-Plan is the update of Xenia’s Comprehensive Plan, a
community-based vision for future development and a
roadmap of how to achieve it. The plan will guide City
actions and decisions with regard to development,
infrastructure and community facilities. City leaders want
the plan to be rooted in priorities that are defined by the
people who live and work in Xenia.

• Growing our economy

So far Xenians have given their input through the
following means: participation in a steering committee,
public workshops, an online discussion forum, a Citizen
Satisfaction phone survey conducted by Wright State
University, and providing input to an Existing
Conditions Report compiled and analyzed by City Staff.

The City’s project team will begin developing goals
and policies to present at another public workshop in
late spring/early summer. Then the City will develop
an action plan and present it to the public, Planning
and Zoning Commission, and City Council for
adoption by the end of the year. To learn more and
keep track of the X-Plan process, visit the City
website. To be added to the X-Plan email list, send
an email to xplan@ci.xenia.oh.us.

All of this information has been posted on the X-Plan
portion of the City’s website:
• www.ci.xenia.oh.us/x-plan.html

• Community image
• Neighborhood
enhancement
• Redevelopment and reinvestment in existing
neighborhoods, particularly downtown.
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City Income Tax Returns Due April 17th

Xenia residents (and businesses ﬁling on a calendar year) have
un April 17th to ﬁle their 2011 Xenia City Income Tax Return.
The City of Xenia has mandatory
filing; therefore, even if a resident
(ages 18 to 65) or business has no
income, a tax return must still be filed.
If taxpayers need additional assistance
preparing their individual returns, they
should visit the City’s website
(www.ci.xenia.oh.us) or bring their
paperwork (W-2s, 1099s, schedules of
other income) and their pre-printed
Xenia tax form (if available) to the
Income Tax Office (customer service
hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday) and city staff will
assist you in completing your return.
The Income Tax Office will be open
additional hours for tax filing from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17, 2012. Tax returns must be
received by the Income Tax Division or postmarked by April 17, 2012
to avoid late filing penalties.
A Tax Tool is accessible from the Xenia City website to assist
individual taxpayers in completing their 2011 Xenia City Income Tax
Return, and electronic filing is now available if the taxpayer uploads all
the requirement attachments to the Xenia tax return (W-2s, Federal
returns, etc.).

will provide proof of the date of the submission of the Xenia tax
return. Taxpayers may also continue to use the Tax Tool as they have
in the past to print the return, attach all required documentation (e.g.,
W-2s, 1099s, Schedules A, C, and E) and mail or deliver the return to
the City of Xenia Income Tax Division. If the taxpayer received a preprinted tax return in the mail, they can use their personalized secure
web address that was printed on the return (e.g.,
JohnQPublic.xeniatax.com/13) to access the Tax Tool. Additional
instructions for using the Tax Tool are available on the City’s website.
Electronic filing is ONLY available using the Tax Tool on our website.
Xenia returns filed using other products such as Turbo Tax will not be
received by the City of Xenia. If a tax preparer completes a taxpayer’s
Xenia Income Tax Return, the taxpayer is responsible for submitting
the return to the City of Xenia Income Tax Division.
Secure e-mail using military grade encryption is now available to
communicate with the Tax Division using the SECURE E-MAIL link
on the Tax Division webpage.
To obtain income tax forms, please use the City’s website. Returns and
instructions are available for individuals (those filing under a Social
Security Number) and businesses (those filing under a Federal ID).
Extension to file requests must also be received by April 17, 2012. An
extension to file is not an extension to pay and a payment of estimated
tax due should be submitted with the extension to file request.
Extension to file requests must be received by the Income Tax
Division or postmarked by April 17, 2012 to avoid late filing penalties.
The City of Xenia accepts Federal extension to file requests if a copy is
submitted to the Xenia Income Tax Division by April 17, 2012.

Those using electronic filing will receive a confirmation number that

City of Xenia Receives “Ce

cate of Excellence in Financial Re

The City of Xenia has received the Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers
Association for the 2010 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.
This is the 28th consecutive year in which the City has received this
prestigious award.
The Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in
the area of government accounting and financial reporting and its
attainment represents a significant accomplishment by a government
and its management.
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Finance Director Mark Bazelak thanked the Mayor and City Council,
Assistant Finance Director Ryan Duke, and the Finance Department
staff for their effort in achieving this award.
To review the 2010 CAFR or a report from any year dating back to
1983, go to our website (www.ci.xenia.oh.us) and type “annual reports”
in the search box. Follow the link to the Comprehensive Annual
Financial Reports page.

Xenia Community Fes val
The Xenia Community Festival, which is being held for
the second consecutive year in downtown Xenia, is
scheduled for September 14th and 15 th . The Xenia
Community Festival Board is organizing the event with
the support of the City of Xenia, the Xenia Area
Chamber of Commerce, and the Xenia Downtown
Revitalization Committee (XDRC). To participate as a
vendor, in the parade, or to volunteer, please go to
www.xeniacommunityfestival.com.
Children gather candy at
Community Festival
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First Fridays in Xenia 2012

Buy Fresh, Buy Local in 2012!

The Xenia Downtown Revitalization Committee
(XDRC), in partnership with the City of Xenia, is
The Xenia Towne pleased to announce numerous events occurring
Square Farmers’
downtown in 2012. XDRC through its
Market, which is
Promotions Subcommittee will, for the fourth
now managed by
year in a row, offer the First Fridays in Xenia
the Greene County events on May 4, June 1, July 6, August 3,
Farmers’ Market
September 7, and October 5.
Association, will
The volunteer work group seeks new and
be held from
seasoned vendors, entertainment, and activities
2:00-6:00 p.m. in the K-Mart parking lot every
for children and adults.
Tuesday from June to October.
Interested growers should contact Bob Irvin
of the Greene County Farmers’ Market at
(937) 581-4087 to find out about becoming a
member of the association. Vendors must be
located within Greene County to participate.
Come enjoy the summer’s fresh produce from
Greene County Farmers!

If you are interested in providing music, food
vending, arts and crafts, silent auction
contributions, or just generally volunteering your
time and talents for this fun series, please send an
email to firstfriday@xeniadrc.org, contact Heidi
Hilderbrandt at The Flower Stop (937) 372-1436,
or visit www.xeniadrc.org.

“BLOOM with XENIA…Adopt-A-Spot”

The City of Xenia Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural Activities
(BRACA), in collaboration with the Greene County Master Gardeners
(GCMG) and the Xenia Downtown Revitalization Committee (XDRC),
are gearing up for the third annual “BLOOM with XENIA…Adopt
-A-Spot” program! This collaborative effort was born in 2010 by the
Greene County Master Gardeners based on the City’s ongoing need for
support to maintain, enhance, and beautify the flower beds and flower
pots located in and around our downtown.
This year we will once again launch the “BLOOM with XENIA…
Adopt-A-Spot” program to allow individuals, families, businesses,
community groups, non-profits, church groups, PTOs, etc., to adopt
downtown flower beds and flower pots. In total, there are 36 flower
beds and 34 flower pots.
The City of Xenia will provide the following support:
• Flowers for four flower pots around City Hall
• Routine watering by Public Service Workers
• Mulch for all flower beds on Volunteer Day, which is
Saturday, May 12th (the City will also coordinate Volunteer Day)
• Publicity of the program

Community Garden Plots
The City of Xenia will have garden
plots available April 15th
Interested in
growing your own
food this summer?
The City’s
community garden
plots are located
on Towler Road
across from the
West Side Park skate park and ball fields. Each
plot’s dimensions are 20’x30’ and the rental fee
for 2012 is $25.00 per lot for the season.
The plots are available for use from April to
October. Weed killers and pesticides are not
permitted. Water is available at the site, although
gardeners need to supply their own hoses. At the
end of the season, renters must remove all
materials (tomato cages, stakes, etc.) as the plots
will be plowed at that time in preparation for
next season.
If you are interested, please call the Public
Service Department (937) 376-7265.

The Greene County Master Gardeners will provide the
following support:
• Training on good gardening practices
• General support for those wanting to adopt a flower bed
or flower pot
XDRC will participate by helping to promote and support the program.
Many downtown businesses are members of XDRC and each have a
flower beds and pots in front or near the front of their storefronts.
Can we count on YOU to help Xenia grow, BLOOM, and prosper?
Will you Adopt-A-Spot and help us make Xenia a more beautiful place
to live, work, and play? Contact Carol Atzbach, Master Gardener, at
374-1202 as soon as possible to claim your Spot! For general questions
about the program, you can also contact Xenia City Council member
Wesley Smith, who serves as Chair of BRACA, at 620-5931 or at
wsmith@ci.xenia.oh.us. The application for adoption can also be
found on our website at www.ci.xenia.oh.us. We look forward to
having you “BLOOM with XENIA!”

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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BRACA’s Tree Committee
Arbor Day Educational Day April 28th
The Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural Activities
(BRACA) now has a subcommittee known as the Tree
Committee. The Tree Committee was formed last year
in an effort to bring like-minded volunteers together
to create and facilitate a plan for development,
conservation, and care of Xenia’s urban forest
resources and to promote and raise awareness about
the importance of trees in our community. Goals
for the group include holding Arbor Day events each
year, participating in community events, establishing
and maintaining a tree inventory, a tree labeling project
for Shawnee Park and bike paths, and having Xenia
designated as a “Tree City USA.” The Tree Committee is supported
by the Ohio State University Extension Office and the Greene Soil and Water Conservation
District, as well as area residents with a vested interest and extensive knowledge of trees.
Arbor Day is April 27th, and the Tree Committee has an event planned for April 28th to be
held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Xenia Library. The Tree Committee will have numerous
displays and learning opportunities available including information on the Emerald Ash Borer,
the Heritage Tree Program, and Why Trees Matter. The Committee will also be giving away
100 tree seedlings. Stop by and learn how to help keep Xenia Green and Growing!

Annual Fishing Derby
June 2nd at
Shawnee Park
Yes! Shawnee Park should be
ready for the Annual Fishing
Derby on Saturday, June 2nd,
and the City of Xenia will stock
the pond with fish.
This annual, FREE event calls on all boys and
girls aged 3 to 15 to show off their fishing skills.
Trophies are awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
in each age group (3-7, 8-11, and 12-15) as well
as for the biggest fish.
This catch-and-release event is sponsored by
area businesses; last year’s sponsors were
Farmers Insurance Agency, F & S Bait, Jeremy
Mitchell, the Thornton Family, Danny
McClanahan, AMVETS, VFW, and the City of
Xenia/BRACA.
The organizers of the event are seeking door
prizes such as fishing poles, tackle boxes, hooks
and bobbers, collapsible chairs, camping
equipment, flashlights, sleeping bags, etc. Please
contact Todd Patterson at 603-2834 if you
would like to make a cash donation or donate a
door prize. Registration information will be
available on the City’s website in May.
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Easter Egg Hunt
April 7th at 1 p.m.
The Xenia Area Association of Churches and
Ministries is once again collaborating with the City
of Xenia’s Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural
Activities to bring you the Annual Easter Egg Hunt
on Saturday, April 7th starting at 1 p.m. Due to the
ongoing improvement project underway at Shawnee
Park, the event is being moved this year to the
Xenia Community Center across from Xenia
Nazarene Church on Second Street.
This annual event is FREE for children 0 to 12
years, with designated egg hunt areas for different
age groups as well as a designated area for children
with special needs. Participants should dress for the
weather as this event will be held rain or shine (or
snow!). Participants should also bring their own bag
or basket and arrive early at 12:30 p.m. to register
for the Easter Basket give aways and get their
pictures taken with the Easter Bunny!

Student Representative to BRACA
Reﬂects on Her Volunteer Service
My name is Sarah Middlebrooks,
and I am a senior at Xenia High
School. As an active member of
Student Council my freshman and
sophomore year, my advisor asked
if I would like to become more
active by serving as the student
representative on BRACA.
Intrigued, I went to a meeting with the
representative at the time and observed to see
how everything worked. I was appointed to BRACA
by City Council on July 15, 2010. I have learned so
many things about the City and its parks from
serving on BRACA, things I would have never
known if I didn't participate
It is time to pass the torch to the next student as my
term will be coming to an end in July. For students
who are interested in this position, they can contact
City Clerk Michelle Johnson (376-7235), BRACA’s
Chairman Councilman Wes Smith (620-5931), or
students can talk to me at school. To be appointed,
a letter of interest from you and a reference letter
from your guidance counselor or principal are
required.
In closing, I would like to say “thank you” to all the
members of BRACA who have been wonderful to
work with the past two years. BRACA has made an
impact on me and how I view my hometown.

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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Have You Checked Your Smoke Alarms Lately?
About 3,500 Americans die each year in fires
and about 20,000 are injured.
It is very important to have a working smoke
alarm with a working battery in your home. A
working smoke alarm greatly lowers your
chance of dying in a fire.
Follow these 10 easy tips on smoke alarms:
1 One of the best ways to protect yourself and
your family is to have a working smoke alarm
that can sound quickly for both a fire that has
flames, and a smoky fire that has fumes
without flames. It is called a “Dual Sensor
Smoke Alarm.”
2 Place a smoke alarm on the ceiling of every
level of your home and outside bedrooms.
Children and older people can sleep through
the loud sound of a smoke alarm. Make sure
your escape plan includes someone that can
help children and others wake up immediately

to escape from the home.
3 If you keep your bedroom door closed, place
a smoke alarm on the ceiling of each bedroom.
4 Check smoke alarms monthly by pressing the
test button.
5 Never remove smoke alarm batteries.
6 Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds Check smoke alarms monthly by pressing the
test button
like and what to do when they hear the alarm
sound.
9 Most alarms need a new battery at least once
7 If there is a fire, leave the home immediately a year. Some smoke alarms have batteries that
by crawling low under the smoke. Never go
last for up to 10 years. If your smoke alarm is
back inside.
over 10 years old, replace it with a new alarm
and a new battery.
8 If smoke from cooking makes the alarm
sound, press the “hush” button if your alarm
10 If you rent, talk to your landlord about
has one. You can also turn on the kitchen fan, placing a working smoke alarm in your home.
open a window or wave a towel near the alarm You still need to buy a new battery at least once
to silence it. Never remove the battery.
a year for the alarm.

Semi-Annual Hydrant Flushing Schedule
Twice a year the City of Xenia flushes fire hydrants in order to test the hydrants
and clean the water mains. Hydrant flushing is typically done in May and
October to avoid freezing weather.
In 2012 the City has scheduled this important maintenance for the weeks of
May 14-18 and October 8-12. We will be conducting the flushing program
during the day. The hours of flushing will be from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
During this time, residents may notice discolored water, low water pressure and
hydrants flowing in various areas. The water is safe to drink; however, it is
suggested that ALL residents check the water before attempting to draw water
or do laundry. Residents should be aware that when hydrants are flushed in one
area of the City, water may also become discolored in other areas.
For households with a water softener, it is suggested that the unit not be cycled
at night unless the water has been checked. In addition, the softener can be
bypassed if the water is discolored for any length of time.
Day

Neighborhoods Scheduled for Hydrant Flushing

Monday

Northwest of W. Church St., North of Market St. and Dayton Ave.
and West of N. Detroit St. (Beverly Hills, Fairmoor Heights,
Timber Ridge, Summer Brooke, Kinsey Meadows and Laynewood
north of Dayton Ave.)
West of St. Rt. 35 and Northwest of Bellbrook Ave. (the Colorado
sections of Arrowhead, Sterling Green, Childers, Wright Cycle
Estates and the Reserve of Xenia)

Tuesday

Wednesday

North of East Church St. and East of N. Detroit St. including
Amlin Heights and Old Springfield Pike (Stadium Heights, Greene
Memorial Hospital Area and North Galloway Areas)

Thursday

Between Church St., Market St. and Dayton Ave. on the North and
South of E. Third St. along Cincinnati Ave. to Industrial to
Bellbrook Ave. and Northeast of St. Rt. 35. (including Arrowhead
north of St. Rt. 35, Laynewood on both sides of W. Second St. and
the Downtown Area going east to the Corporation Limit)
South of Third Street and East of Bellbrook Ave. to Industrial
Blvd. then East of Cincinnati Ave. (including South Hill, Legacy,
and Industrial Park)

Friday

City Government at Work:
Regular Monthly Meeting Schedule
Citizens are welcome to attend meetings of the City of Xenia
decision-making bodies and be part of their local government.
All meetings are held in the City Council Chambers, second
floor, Xenia City Hall, 101 N. Detroit Street, Xenia, unless otherwise noted on the meeting agenda.
Xenia City Council: Regular sessions are held twice a month
on the second and fourth Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Special (work)
and executive sessions occur irregularly and may be prior to a
regular session, on a Saturday, or any other day convenient to
the Council members. The public is invited to attend regular and
special (work) sessions. Executive sessions are closed to the
public. All regular sessions of City Council are broadcast live on
the City’s Government Channel and via streaming video on the
City’s website.
Xenia Traffic Commission: First Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m.
Xenia Planning and Zoning Commission: First (and sometimes Third) Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board for Recreation, Arts, & Cultural Activities:
First Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Civil Service Commission: Second Monday of the
month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board of Zoning Appeals: Fourth Monday of the
month at 7:00 p.m.
Per City of Xenia Codified Ordinance Section 206.03, the news
media shall be notified at least 24 hours in advance of any
scheduled meeting of a decision-making body of the City. In the
event of an emergency requiring immediate action, the news
media should be notified of such meeting as soon as possible.

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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Jamestown Connector Tunnel
June 2011 marked the completion of the
construction of a 10-foot-wid e bike path leading to
both sides of U.S 35 from Jasper Road and Xenia
Station, respectively. This work was completed with
the financial assistance of a grant received through
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.
On March 22, 2012 the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) will be receiving bids to
make the connection of the bike path between the
sections completed in 2011 by construction of a
tunnel under U.S. 35. The tunnel work will be
funded solely through federal monies so as to not
place any financial burden on the City of Xenia.
The estimated construction cost is $1.4 million.
Work is expected to commence in May 2012 and last
through the summer of 2013. More information will
be provided as it becomes available. If you have any
questions, please contact the City Engineer’s Office
at (937) 376-7265.

Spring Hill Park Improvements
The City of Xenia continues to improve Spring Hill
Park as part of phased-in improvements outlined in
the 2008 Spring Hill Park Master Plan developed with
consultant Edsall & Associates, LLC. The master
plan, designed with input from neighborhood
residents, envisioned Spring Hill Park as a multi-age,
multi-capacity recreational area serving the
surrounding neighborhoods.
Since master plan adoption, the City has steadily
worked towards implementing improvements in
accordance with the plan through assembling and
utilizing both private and public funding for phasedin improvements. Three years ago, children’s
playground equipment, a new basketball court and
parking lot were installed. Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) funds were utilized in
2009/2010 to install a nearly mile-long pedestrian
path complete with an outdoor gym with fitness
stations and landscaping.
In 2011 a beautiful new park sign was designed and
installed with the help of Studio Graphique, and a
new drinking fountain was completed. This spring, a
new outdoor pavilion/shelter house with cupola will
be added to the park as well as park benches, trash
cans, and picnic tables. The sign, shelter, park
benches, trash cans, and picnic tables are funded
through a 2010 CDBG formula grant.
In August 2010, the Board for Recreation, Arts and
Cultural Activities (BRACA) invited the public to
celebrate the rededication of Spring Hill Park. Since
then, many Xenians have praised the park as a
successful quality of life enhancement for Xenia
residents. Come visit our beautiful park this summer!
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Shawnee Park Improvements Underway
In November 2010, Xenia voters approved a 0.5%
income tax increase to provide for, among other
things, the rehabilitation and improvement of the
Shawnee Park Pavilion and adjacent pond. In recent
years, users of the pavilion have noticed floor
settlement and cracking, a direct result of the
foundation deficiencies.
In addition, the western and southern portions of the
pond and walkway had become undermined and
unsafe due to erosion. Lastly, the 47 lights within the
park were dilapidated with wear and tear and
vandalism over time to a point that they were no
longer serviceable.
Rehabilitation of Shawnee Park
pavilion foundation.
On October 5, 2011 Jess Construction Inc. of
Arcanum, Ohio commenced work on the
improvements within the park at a contract price of
$784,487.
To date, the pavilion foundation has been
rehabilitated, the aluminum shoring installed around
the pond, and most of the new light poles have been
installed. Over the next two months the concrete
slab within the pavilion and walkway around the
pond will be constructed. All work is anticipated to
be completed by late May, 2012, and the public may
resume reservations of the pavilion by mid-June,
2012. If you have any questions, please contact the
Installation of aluminum shoring
City Engineer’s Office at (937) 376-7265.
around Shawnee Park pond.

Water and Sewer Rate Adjustments Eﬀective May 1, 2012
In response to the need to replace and/or rehabilitate its aging infrastructure, the City of
Xenia is planning incremental water and sewer rate increases over the next three years
with the first to become effective May 1, 2012. Future adjustments take effect on
January 1, 2013 and 2014, respectively. Xenia City Council, administration and staff are
sensitive to the financial burden this may place on its water and sewer customers, but
without the rate increases, there would be insufficient funds available to make the
necessary improvements to both utilities. Some of the more notable projects that require
funds not currently available include: (1) A significant upgrade to the pumping system at
the Water Treatment Plant to accommodate increased demand resulting from economic
development opportunities, (2) the replacement of the main trunk sewer that services
the northern half of the City, and (3) the replacement of many turn-of-the-century
sewers that routinely cause backups within the neighborhoods.
This leads to two obvious questions:
How much?
Answer: In order to meet the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan that was used to determine the
necessary utility rate increases, there will be a 3-step, 4% increase in water rates and 5% increase in
sewer rates. Effective dates of the increases are May 1, 2012, January 1, 2013, and January 1, 2014,
respectively.
What will be the noticeable difference on my utility bill from the City?
Answer: Assuming the average household in Xenia uses 1000 cubic feet of water per month,
there will be an increase of $2.80 per month for water and $6.30 per month for sewer after the
last increase becomes effective on January 1, 2014.
The ability to address many of the needed capital improvements for both utilities insures
that the current level of service cannot only be maintained, but enhanced for many years
to come. If you have any specific utility billing questions, please call (937) 376-7242 for
more information.
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Plan Objective/
Recommendation

Actions to Date

Many Downtown Improvements
Completed in 2011!

Parking Lot
Enhancements

Two public parking lots, lot 8 (on the north side of E.
Second Street) and lot 2 (on the north side of W. Second
Street at King St.) were upgraded with new landscaping beds,
new curbing, bicycle racks, and parking signs.

GO DOWNTOWN XENIA -- To get the downtown you
want, engage the downtown you have!

Upgraded alleys

Design Assistance
Program (DAP)

Xenia Downtown
Façade Loan
Program

Downtown
Murals
Curbs and
Sidewalks

In 2011 and 2012, the Xenia Downtown Revitalization Committee
(XDRC) is gaining momentum, and the City of Xenia is committing
more resources to downtown. While XDRC was sorry to see
downtown consultant Rosemary Naulty leave at the end of her
grant-funded contract in December 2011, they welcomed the City
of Xenia Development Department’s new formation and
The City of Xenia provided eight grants to five different
downtown building owners of up to $2,500 each in matching reorganization. The November reorganization consolidated the
funds for downtown design assistance.
Xenia Economic Growth Corporation and the Community
Development Department into one team now known as the
Exterior improvements are completed or underway at four
locations that received assistance from the city’s Façade
Development Department, and the Community Development
Loan program in 2011:
Coordinator now serves as a dedicated staff-person to the Xenia
• Xenia Area Community Theater, 45 E. Second St. (done)
Downtown Revitalization Committee.
• Fastenal, 130 S. Detroit St. (done)
Mary Crockett, the Community Development and Downtown
• Xenia Shoe and Leather, 21 E. Main St. (underway)
Coordinator, has been passionate about downtown and continues
• Sweets Boutique, 28 E. S econd St. (underway)
to oversee the downtown grant programs; in her new role she is
Keith Hassenbalg, professional muralist, painted a mural at
also working directly with XDRC volunteers to continue the
the Xenia Area Community Theater, 45 E. Second St.
momentum started by the downtown consultant in 2011.
The alley on the north side of lot 8 was completely rebuilt
and repaved to Whiteman St. including the installation of a
new storm sewer. The alley on the north side of lot 2 was
repaved to King St.

CDBG funds enabled sidewalk and curb improvements on
E. Second St. and much of Whiteman. W. and E. Main Sts.
saw sidewalk and curb replacements as well.

Code Enforcement: Your Partner in
Maintaining Strong, Stable Neighborhoods
As spring and summer approach, many of us will emerge from our winter
hibernation and enjoy the great outdoors. With that enjoyment come lessglamorous activities like mowing the lawn, pulling weeds, and improving
our homes or businesses.
The City’s Code Enforcement staff understand this as well, and their job is
to be your partner in maintaining and improving your neighborhood or
business district. Code Enforcement is a special type of law enforcement
that regulates land use through the City’s Zoning and Property Maintenance
ordinances. Many people are not aware of these ordinances, although most
do a good job of maintaining their property and do not need to be told how
to do it. Below is an overview of common violation complaints and
permitting issues and how Code Enforcement staff can help Xenians
maintain a healthy, safe and livable community.
• Trash: It is against City ordinances to allow trash to litter a property.
• Disabled vehicles: Inoperable or unlicensed vehicles must be stored in a
garage, not on a driveway or street.
• Vehicles in the grass: Vehicles must be parked on pavement or in a
garage, not in the grass.

Xenia Undertakes Brownﬁeld
Redevelopment Eﬀorts
Redevelopment of existing industrial properties is an important
aspect of the City’s economic development. While these sites can
be attractive to companies looking to locate or expand, the
potential for environmental contamination often acts as a deterrent
to development. These sites are known as brownfields. The City is
undertaking several projects to help address these concerns.
• Hooven and Allison: A $1,982,787 grant from the Clean Ohio
Revitalization Fund (CORF) will fund environmental remediation
and selective demolition of this former cordage plant at
677 Cincinnati Ave. Removal of underground storage tanks and
selective building demolition will begin this spring. Once
complete, Xenex Biofuels LLC plans to construct a bio-diesel
operation on a portion of the site to turn used oil into diesel fuel.
• Former Ohio Veterans’ Children’s property: The City is
applying for CORF funding to assist in the redevelopment of this
Home Avenue property, including the demolition of the former
powerhouse and some former dormitories.
• Brownfield Planning Grant:This $50,000 grant will help
determine if several sites adjacent to downtown Xenia and bike
trails would qualify as brownfields and thus be eligible for
funding to help redevelop those sites.

(See “Code Enforcement,” continued on page 8)
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Xenia City Hall
101 N. Detroit Street
Xenia, OH 45385
376-7232
Xenia Police Division
Non-Emergency
372-9901
Xenia Fire Division
Non-Emergency
376-7278
Xenia Utility Billing
376-7242
Street and Storm Sewer Maintenance
376-7265
Trash Pickup
800-223-3960 (Rumpke)
For more information,
visit Xenia’s website: www.ci.xenia.oh.us

• Zoning Permits: Zoning permits (and often • Property Maintenance Code
building permits) are required for many
Enforcement: (937) 376-7287
improvement projects such as additions,
• Zoning Code Enforcement:
fences, pools, sheds, decks, and certain signs.
(937) 376-7277
Businesses must also obtain permits when
• For questions regarding building permits
there is a change of use in an existing
• Signs: Temporary signs may not be placed in
and inspections, contact Greene County
building.
a public right-of-way (including utility poles,
Department of Building Regulations at
stop signs, between the sidewalk and street, If you would like to report a violation, apply
(937) 562-7420.
for a permit or have questions, contact the
etc.). Although important, accumulation of
these signs can detract from the appearance Planning and Zoning Department staff at the
following numbers:
of our community and interfere with traffic
visibility.
(“Code Enforcement” continued from page 7)

• Tall grass: Lawns must be mowed to a
height of 12 inches or less. Additionally,
shrubs must not overhang the street or
sidewalk.

Upcoming Events
April 7th: Annual Easter Egg Hunt presented
by the Xenia Area Association of Churches and
Ministries at the Xenia Community Center
across from Xenia Nazarene Church on
Second Street. See pg. 4

May 12 th: Spring Clean Up/Volunteer
Day and Kick-Off for Bloom With Xenia.
See pg. 3

April 17 th: Xenia Income Tax Returns due to
the City of Xenia. See pg. 2

July 4th: City Offices closed in observance
May 28 th: City Offices closed in observance of Independence Day. Trash collection will
of Memorial Day. Trash collection will be
be delayed by one day after the holiday.
delayed one day.
July 21st: Xenia Rail & Arts Fest
June 1st, July 13th and August 17 th: New for
2012… “Movies in the Park” are back! On the September 3 rd: City Offices closed in
observance of Labor Day. Trash collection
above Fridays at dusk at Shawnee Park.
will be delayed one day.
June 2 nd: Annual Youth Fishing Derby at
September 14th-15th: Xenia Community
Shawnee Park. See pg. 4
Festival in downtown Xenia. See pg. 2

April 28th: BRACA’s Tree Committee Arbor
Day Educational event at the Xenia Library.
See pg. 4
April 14th, May 12 th and June 9 th: Greene
County Environmental Services
Household Hazardous Waste Days from
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. (2145 Greene Way Blvd).
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May 14 th-18th: Semi-Annual Fire Hydrant
Flushing. See pg. 5

XENIA

June 3 rd, July 1st and August 5 th: “Music in
the Park” from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at Shawnee Park.
June 14th-16th: Welcome, Ohio Gold Wing
Road Riders!
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