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Thank You Voters!
With the 0.5% increase in income tax approved
by voters in November 2010, the City of Xenia
now has increased funds available to restore
services that had been temporarily eliminated
due to budget cuts and address needed capital
improvements throughout the City. The articles
below highlight the restorations of Police and
Fire personnel and services, plans for street
resurfacing and park maintenance/improvements.
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Xenia plans extensive
street repair program
for 2011...see

Fire Station No. 2 Reopens

Police Division Positions Restored

The passage of Issue 9 in November permitted City
Administration to authorize the immediate restoration of six
firefighter/paramedic positions that had been eliminated
through layoffs after a proposed tax increase failed in the
spring. This action also permitted the re-opening of Fire
Station 2 at 849 West Second Street on November 7th.
Thanks to the voters, we have restored our emergency fire
and medical service capabilities to the levels that we had prior
to the layoffs, allowing the Fire Division to again maintain
personnel at both fire stations, ensuring our community of
timely assistance in the event of an emergency.
A community must have adequately trained responders and
the required resources placed in the appropriate location to
meet the demands for service. The Xenia Fire Division has

With the passage of Issue 9 in November, City Administration
was able to move forward with restoring the six officer
positions lost through attrition and layoffs. This reduction
in manpower was forced on the City by a failing economy
resulting in a severe shortfall of revenues. The loss of six
officers resulted in a loss of the DARE Program, the School
Resource Officer, a general assignment Detective, and three
street patrol Officers.
Following the passage of the levy in November, the City
moved immediately to rehire the three officers who had
been laid off in the spring. Those returning officers are:
David Wilson, Terry Zoerb, and Brian Blackaby. All three are
assigned to street patrol to bolster the City’s ability to respond
to emergency calls and citizens’ immediate needs.
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From academics to
aesthetics, many
exciting enhancement
projects underway
in Xenia...see

DEVELOPMENT
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Easter Egg Hunt, Music
in the Park, Xenia
Community Festival
- you won’t miss a
thing with “Upcoming
Events” on page 12

Street Rehabilitation

Shawnee Park

With the passage of the 0.5% income tax increase in
November 2010, the City of Xenia is now able to devote
$500,000 annually to address the deteriorating condition of its
local streets. As one would expect, some are obviously worse
than others. Over the next year, City Staff intends to

As Xenia citizens are aware, the most prominent amenity
available to them is Shawnee Park, with its pond, pavilion,
and playground. Unfortunately, over the last 5+ years, City
Staff has observed areas of significant erosion along sections
of the pond’s retaining wall, most notably around the pavilion.

continued on page 8
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City Income Tax Returns Due April 18
Xenia residents (and businesses ﬁling on a
calendar year) have until April 18th to ﬁle
their 2010 Xenia City Income Tax Return.
The City of Xenia has mandatory filing; therefore, even if a resident (ages
18 to 65) or business has no income, a tax return must still be filed. If
taxpayers need additional assistance preparing their individual returns, they
should visit the City’s website (www.ci.xenia.oh.us) or bring their paperwork
(W-2s, 1099s, schedules of other income) and their pre-printed Xenia tax
form (if available) to the Income Tax Office (customer service hours are
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday) and city staff will assist you in
completing your return. The Income Tax Office will be open additional
hours for tax filing from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday, April 18, 2011. Tax
returns must be received by the Income Tax Division or postmarked by
April 18, 2011 to avoid late filing penalties.
A Tax Tool is accessible from the Xenia City website to assist individual
taxpayers in completing their 2010 Xenia City Income Tax Return, but does
not allow for the filing or payment of the return. The last step in the Tax Tool
is to print the return, attach all required documentation (e.g., W-2s, 1099s,
Schedule C, Schedule E, Schedule A) and mail or deliver the return to the
City of Xenia Income Tax Division. If the taxpayer received a pre-printed tax
return in the mail, they can use their personalized secure web address that

was printed on the return (e.g., JohnQPublic.xeniatax.com/13) to access the
Tax Tool. Additional instructions for using the Tax Tool are available at the
City’s website.
To obtain income tax forms, please use the City’s website. Returns and
instructions are available for individuals (those filing under a Social Security
Number) and businesses (those filing under a Federal ID).
Extension to file requests must also be received by April 18, 2011. An
extension to file is not an extension to pay and a payment of estimated tax
due should be submitted with the extension to file request. Extension to
file requests must be received by the Income Tax Division or postmarked
by April 18, 2011 to avoid late filing penalties. The City of Xenia accepts
Federal extension to file requests if a copy is submitted to the Xenia Income
Tax Division by April 18, 2011.
Per the Xenia Income Tax Rules & Regulations, taxpayer information is
confidential and cannot be disclosed to a third party [unless the third party
has power of attorney] without written permission. Forms to authorize a
third party to act as an agent for income tax information are available at the
Income Tax Office or the City’s website. Without written authorization from
the taxpayer, no information will be provided to a third party.
Currently, no electronic filing is available for tax returns. If a tax preparer
completes a taxpayer’s Xenia Income Tax Return, the taxpayer is responsible
for submitting the return to the City of Xenia Income Tax Division.

Xenia Receives “Making Your Tax Dollars Count” Award
For the second year in a row the City of Xenia has received the “Making
Your Tax Dollars Count” Award. This award was presented to the City
by the Auditor of State for excellence in financial reporting for the 2009
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. The award recognizes the City
of Xenia as a trustworthy guardian of taxpayer dollars and demonstrates
the City’s commitment to careful spending, accurate fiscal recording and
efficiency.
The City of Xenia has also received the Certificate of Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance Officers Association

COMMUNITY
A new shelter house, park benches
and picnic tables are coming to Spring
Hill Park this summer! The City of Xenia
continues to improve Spring Hill Park,
located at Ormsby Drive and Lake Street.
Last summer the City completed phase
two of the 2008 Spring Hill Park Master
Plan developed with Consultant Edsall
& Associates, LLC. The master plan,
designed with input from neighborhood
residents, envisioned Spring Hill Park as a
multi-age, multi-capacity recreational area
to serve the surrounding neighborhood.
Since master plan adoption, the City has
steadily worked towards implementing
improvements in accordance with that plan.
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for the 2009 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report. This is the 27th
consecutive year the City has received this prestigious award. The
Certificate of Achievement is the highest form of recognition in the area
of government accounting and financial reporting and its attainment
represents a significant accomplishment by a government and its
management.
Finance Director Mark Bazelak thanked the Mayor and City Council and
the entire City Staff, in particular Assistant Finance Director Ryan Duke and
the Finance Department staff for their effort in achieving these awards.

More Improvements
coming to the “New”
Spring Hill Park
The first phase, completed in 2008 with City funding, included
new swings, play equipment and a basketball court. The
second phase, completed in 2010 with grant funding, added
a pedestrian walking path with fitness stations and connector
paths. In 2011, the park will benefit from the grant-funded
construction of an outdoor shelter house, park benches, picnic
tables, increased landscaping, and a park sign.
Residents have responded to the improvements by making
the park their “outdoor gym.” They walk and run on the
pedestrian path, pausing to use the new tri-active equipment
-- complete with air walkers, elliptical cross trainers, leg press
and warm up stations -- before or after their working day.
Others indicate they like coming to a park where both they
and their children have fun becoming fit.

Xenia Vivid History. Vibrant Future.

Spring Hill Park offers family-friendly
ﬁtness with new play equipment,
basketball court, and walking path
with ﬁtness stations. Shelter house,
park benches, and picnic tables to be
added this year.
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COMMUNITY
“Old Fashioned Days” reinvented with
new name, location, and leadership.
The Old Fashioned Days Festival will be taking place in 2011, with a
couple of changes. New leadership, in the form of a board of volunteer
trustees, has taken the helm. Many exciting changes are taking place; more
notably, the name has been changed to the Xenia Community Festival,
in an effort to better encompass the vision to showcase and gather our
community together. The location has also been moved, with the Festival
returning to Downtown Xenia.
Featuring many vendors, food favorites, and local entertainment, the
event will be held Friday evening, September 16th, and all day Saturday,
September 17th. A parade will be held Saturday morning, and to better
accommodate the participants, the route has been changed. The Parade
will start on N. Detroit Street at the corner of Weaver Street (near the
armory) and move south turning onto W. Main Street, and ending at the
intersection of Church & Main Streets.

The 2011 Xenia Community Festival will be a rebuilding year and the
committee appreciates all the patience, feedback, and encouragement
received thus far. Those wishing to receive information about having a
booth at the festival or participating in the parade are asked to email ofd@
xacc.com. You can also call the Xenia Area Chamber of Commerce at 3723591 from 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Stay up-to-date on the latest news about the Festival online by visiting
the Chamber of Commerce website at www.xacc.com or on Facebook!
Thank you from the Xenia Community Festival Board of Trustees: Mary
Burr, Christi Cox, Diane Hollenbeck, Judy Ann Baker, Joshua Long, Linda
Johnson, DeAnn Richards, XACC: Alan Liming & Chrissy Roundtree.
Article submitted by Joshua Long.

“BLOOM with XENIA... Adopt-A-Spot”

The City of Xenia Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural Activities
(BRACA), in collaboration with the Greene County Master Gardeners
(GCMG) and the Xenia Area Merchants Association (XAMA), are gearing
up for the second “BLOOM with XENIA … Adopt-A-Spot” program!
This collaborative effort was born last year by GCMG – Carol Atzbach, to
be specific – based on the City’s on-going need for support to maintain,
enhance, and beautify the flower beds and flower pots located in and
around our downtown. Due to the City’s significant budget cuts and
reduction in staffing in recent years, the flower beds and flower pots were
not given priority treatment –and we want to change that … one flower at a
time!
This year, we will once again launch the “BLOOM with XENIA … Adopt-ASpot” program to allow individuals, families, businesses, community groups,
non-profits, church groups, PTOs, etc., to adopt downtown flower beds and
flower pots. In total, there are 36 flower beds and 34 flower pots.
The City of Xenia will provide the following support:
• Flowers for 4 flower pots around City Hall
• Routine watering will be done by City Public Service Workers (*more
frequent watering may need to be done by the adoptee of the flower pots,
depending on the weather)
• Mulch will be provided for all flower beds on Volunteer Day, which is
Saturday, May 14th
• Debris removal (trash from flower beds, removal of weeds, last year’s

dead growth, etc.) will be done on Volunteer Day
• Publicity of the program to include signs to acknowledge the adoptees
of each flower bed or flower pot. Thanks to the Xenia High School
Industrial Technology Department students for making the wooden signs
and metal hooks!
The Greene County Master Gardeners will provide the following support:
• Training on good gardening practices (learn the difference between
a weed vs. a flower, how to stage plants and flowers, annuals vs.
perennials, etc.)
• General support for those wanting to adopt a flower bed or flower pot
XAMA will participate with helping to promote and support the program.
Many downtown businesses are a member of XAMA and each have flower
beds and flower pots in front of or near their storefronts. A small sign will be
placed in the window of a participating business to acknowledge an adoptee
of a nearby flower bed or flower pot.
So, can we count on YOU to help Xenia grow, BLOOM, and prosper? Will
you Adopt-A-Spot and help us make Xenia a more beautiful place to live,
work, and play? Contact Carol Atzbach, Master Gardener, at 374-1202
as soon as possible to claim your Spot! For general questions about the
program, you can also contact Xenia City Council President Jeanne Mills,
who serves as Chair of BRACA, at 673-8347 or at jmills@ci.xenia.oh.us.
The application for adoption can also be found on our website at www.
ci.xenia.oh.us. We look forward to having you “BLOOM with XENIA!”

the Xenia Communicator
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Downtown Improvement Projects
Galore for 2011!

Plan Objectives/
Recommendation:

Actions to Date:

1.1

Form a downtown
revitalization committee

The Xenia Downtown Revitalization Committee (XDRC)
began with a kick-off meeting in November, 2010.

1.3

Pattern downtown
revitalization committee after
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation’s National Main
Street Program

Subcommittees structured along the lines of the
National Main Street Programs are meeting now,
focusing on design, organization, promotion and
economic restructuring.

2.8

Implement a façade
enhancement program

The Xenia Downtown Façade Loan Program (XDFLP)
has closed the first loans to building owners in the
downtown. Look to see improvements this spring
with new signs, awnings, painting, and code repairs
occurring in the downtown. The first loan is being
used for signage, a new awning and door repair at 45
E. Second Street, home of X*ACT.

1.6

Hire a Main Street Manager

A part-time downtown manager has been hired to
work with the XDRC and the subcommittees working
on downtown for 2011.

2.9

Enhance perception and
reality of ample and
convenient parking downtown

The City upgraded Municipal Lot #7 at Main and
Whiteman in 2009; in 2010 and 2011 lots #2 (King
and W. Second) and #8 (E. Second), are being
upgraded. Signs will be installed in 2011 directing
visitors to parking.

Enhance streetscape

The City completed improvements along Main Street,
east of Whiteman Street, with ornamental lighting,
new curbs and sidewalks, decorative trees and grates
in Fall 2010. The City is completing engineering plans
for improvements along the south side of the
downtown with improvements being made along the
bicycle spur from W. Third to Xenia Station.

3.1

Create strong sense of
identification and entry into
downtown

The City completed a wayfinding signage plan in
2010; in 2011 the City hired Studio Graphique to
complete the messaging, placement and installation
of the downtown signs by Fall 2011.

3.2

Upgrade and sign the major
entrances leading into
downtown

Studio Graphique will be installing signs leading into
the downtown area in 2011; the City is completing
the West Main Enhancement Project with welcome
signage at Progress and W. Main in 2011.

2.10

The City is accomplishing many recommendations of the 2008
Downtown Strategic Plan, which included numerous objectives
that are currently being met or are underway in Downtown Xenia.
See the chart at the left for a sampling of the recommendations
and outcomes currently underway.
NEW Design Assistance Program (DAP) for Downtown Tier
Two area: Downtown owners are taking advantage of the new
Downtown Tier Two Design Assistance Program (DAP) grant
created to help downtown building owners participating in the
Xenia Downtown Façade Loan Program in 2011. The grants
will be matching, up to $2,500 for eligible building owners using
design services from the City’s qualified design professionals
list. The City hopes this pilot program will be extended in the
future throughout the City of Xenia for small businesses and
building owners seeking to make building improvements. For
more information, guidelines and application for this program, go
to the City website at www.ci.xenia.oh.us and search for Design
Assistance Program.
The Xenia Downtown Revitalization Committee (XDRC): All
of these activities are part of the ongoing efforts of merchants,
nonprofits, governmental entities, and the many individuals who
have donated time on the XDRC. The committee is staffed
by Rosemary Naulty, downtown consultant, oversees four
subcommittees in the areas of Promotion, Design, Economic
Restructuring and Organization. If you are interested in volunteering
on these subcommittees to help make Xenia’s downtown a
more vibrant place to work or live, contact Downtown Consultant
Rosemary Naulty at rnaulty@ci.xenia.oh.us or at 376-7286.

Xenia Banner Program
a HUGE Success

City of Xenia General Fund
Community Funding Program

We are ready for Phase IV!

The City of Xenia General Fund Community Funding
Program is going to be reinstated for the 2011 calendar year!
This popular program has been unavailable for several years
due to lack of funding. We are pleased that with the passing
of the income tax levy in November 2010, we are now able to
reinstate the program.
Applicants can apply for only one source of funds. The City
of Xenia allocates $10,000 per calendar year to this program.
No organization can receive more than $2,500 in a calendar
year.
Any requesting organization must have been in existence for
a minimum of 2 years, operational funds are available for a
2-year phased project or a 1-year project and an organization
can receive only two years of funding in a five-year period
(including CDBG funds). Other guidelines apply and can be
obtained by contacting the City Manager’s Office at 376-7231.
This year’s application will begin on May 13, 2011, and the
filing deadline will be June 24, 2011.

In 2009, the Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural
Activities (BRACA) developed the Street Pole Banner
Sponsorship Program. The program has been a huge
success, and a total of 53 banners for the first three
phases are now being displayed in the downtown
corridor. Phase IV banners (a total of 17 are needed)
will be displayed along N. Detroit Street in front of
Shawnee Park. Any individual, family, for-profit or
non-profit groups, and organizations are invited to
participate. By sponsoring a banner, you will help
achieve the goal of creating a beautiful streetscape.
You can be acknowledged at the bottom of your banner
if you choose. If you’d like to purchase a banner for
$120, please contact Councilwoman Jeanne Mills at
673-8347 or go to our website at www.ci.xenia.oh.us for
more information. The application and guidelines are
posted there! Hurry! The deadline is May 1st.
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A lot is happening in downtown
Xenia this summer!

Xenia Vivid History. Vibrant Future.
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Xenia Farmers’ Market
Be a part of planning the
2011 events!
The City of Xenia, along with partners at the
Ohio State Extension Office, and community
volunteers including members of the Master
Gardeners, are reevaluating their Farmers’
Market event with an eye towards improvement
and expansion. A survey of customers and
vendors was conducted in March 2011 by The
Ohio State University South Centers Business
Development Network to guide the Farmers’
Market committee.
Check the City website to find updated
information or to volunteer for this year’s
Farmers’ Market. Go to www.ci.xenia.oh.us
and search for “Farmers’ Market” to read about
changes that may be made to the Market’s
location, time, and dates. The Xenia Farmers’
Market runs from June through September
each summer. For more information about
participating as a vendor or as a volunteer,
contact Liz Duteil at 376-7286.

Community
Garden Plots
The City of Xenia will
have garden plots
available by April 15.
The plots are located on Towler Rd. across
the street from the West Side Park skate park
and ball fields. The dimensions are 20’x30’
and the rental fee for 2011 is $25.00 per lot for
the season.
The plots are available for use from April 15th
through October 31st. All gardening must be
organic and chemical free in nature. Fertilizer
and weed killers are not permitted. Water is
available at the site – gardeners only need
to supply their own hose. At the end of the
season, renters must remove all materials
(tomato cages, stakes, etc.) as the plots will
be plowed at that time in preparation for next
season.
If you are interested in raising your own
garden this summer, please call the City of
Xenia’s Public Service Department at
376-7265.

Easter Breakfast and
Easter Egg Hunt

Shawnee Park

The Xenia Area Association of Churches
is providing a free Easter Egg Hunt and
Breakfast on Saturday, April 23, 2011. The
breakfast will be held 8:00 – 10:30 a.m. at the
Xenia Adult Recreation and Services Center
before the annual Easter Egg Hunt at 11:00 at
Shawnee Park.
The free breakfast
is not just for those
attending the
Easter Egg Hunt. It
is for anyone who
would like to share
a free breakfast
and for those who
do not have families with whom to eat an
Easter Meal. They will also be taking meals
to “shut-ins.”
If you would like to donate items, gift
certificates, or volunteer to help, please
contact Cheryl Allen at 429-0541 ext. 302 or
Share121@beavercreekchristian.com.

The erosion has resulted in an undermining
of the corresponding sidewalk to the pavilion,
thereby creating a potentially dangerous
situation. This necessitated that the Public
Service Staff close off sections of the unsafe
walking areas. In addition, City Staff has also
observed signs of structural settlement within
the pavilion and is concerned about whether it
poses safety hazards.
To address these concerns, the City will be
receiving proposals from engineering firms
in late spring 2011 to design the necessary
remedies and improve the overall appearance
of the pond and pavilion. During construction
activities, the City also intends to replace the
existing electric circuitry and light poles around
the pond to have a more aesthetically-pleasing
character. Along with this notion, the City
intends to install security cameras around the
pond and pavilion to prevent the vandalism that
has become commonplace over the last few
years. It is anticipated that construction can
commence by spring 2012.

2011 First Fridays in
Downtown Xenia
Food, entertainment,
and bargains in
Downtown Xenia.
Mark your calendar for the First Friday of
the month from 5:00-9:00 p.m., May through
October, when downtown Xenia businesses
and anchors will be open late for you and your
family to enjoy spring and summer fun. First
Fridays will feature businesses offering sales
and specials, and the sidewalks will be alive
with craft vendors, artists, performers (music,
magic, and more), and educational and service
oriented nonprofit booths. There will be plenty
of good food and fun for all.
The dates are Fridays, May 6, June 3, July 1,
August 5, September 2, and October 7.
To be involved in First Friday as a volunteer,
vendor, artist, or performer, send an email
to info@visitxenia.com or contact Heidi
Hilderbrandt at The Flower Stop (372-1436) or
Elizabeth Svendsen or Rosi Mackey at Blue
Jacket Books (376-3522).

continued from page 1
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Damage from erosion, vandalism to
be addressed at Shawnee Park.
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Semi-Annual Hydrant Xenia City Council
Accepts SAFER Grant
Flushing Schedule
Twice a year the City of Xenia flushes fire hydrants in order to test the
to Hire Fireﬁghters
hydrants and clean the water mains. Hydrant flushing is typically done in
May and October to avoid icy roadway conditions in months that could have
freezing weather.
In 2011 the City has scheduled this important maintenance for the weeks
of May 9-13 and October 17-21. We will be conducting the flushing program
during the day. The hours of flushing will be from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
During this time, residents may notice discolored water, low water pressure
and hydrants flowing in various areas. The water is safe to drink; however, it
is suggested that ALL residents check the water before attempting to draw
water or to do laundry. Residents should be aware that when hydrants are
flushed in one area of the City, water may also become discolored in other
areas.
For those who have a water softener, it is suggested that the unit not be
cycled at night unless the water has been checked. In addition, the softener
can be bypassed if the water is discolored for any length of time.
The tentative schedule for flushing is as follows:
Neighborhoods Scheduled for
Hydrant Flushing:
Monday:

Northwest of W. Church St., north of Market St. and
Dayton Ave. and west of N. Detroit St. (Beverly Hills,
Fairmoor Heights, Timber Ridge, Summer Brooke,
Kinsey Meadows and Laynewood north of Dayton
Ave.)

Tuesday:

West of U.S. Rt. 35 and northwest of Bellbrook Ave.
(The Colorado sections of Arrowhead, Sterling Green,
Childers, Wright Cycle Estates and the Reserve of
Xenia.)

Wednesday:

North of E. Church St. and east of N. Detroit St.
including Amlin Heights and Old Springfield Pike.
(Stadium Heights, Greene Memorial Hospital area
and N. Galloway area.)

Thursday:

Between Church St., Market St. and Dayton Ave. on
the north and south of E. Third St. along Cincinnati
Ave. to Industrial Blvd. to Bellbrook Ave. and
northeast of U.S. Rt. 35. (Including Arrowhead north
of U.S. Rt. 35, Laynewood on both sides of W. Second
St. and the downtown area going east to the Xenia
corporation limit.)

Friday:

South of Third St. and east of Bellbrook Ave. to
Industrial Blvd. then east of Cincinnati Ave. (Including
South Hill, Legacy, and Industrial Park.)

Fire Station No. 2 Re-opens
continued from page 1

consistently provided our citizens with professional, highly-trained and
skilled firefighters/paramedics. The reopening of Station 2 helps improve
response times. Time is truly working against a successful outcome when
something is burning or someone is in dire need of medical assistance. It
has been proven that most fires will double in size every 60 seconds and a
person without circulation for more than 5 minutes will likely not survive.
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In a Special Session on March 11, 2011, Xenia City Council approved the
hiring of three additional firefighters using a federally funded SAFER (Staffing
for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response) grant. The grant awarded totals
$550,233 from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) grant program in cooperation with
the U.S. Fire Administration. This grant will be used to improve Xenia’s ability to
respond to fire, fire-related hazards, and EMS calls.
The SAFER award will fund 100% of the salaries and benefits for the new
firefighters starting May 18, 2011 through May 17, 2013. Currently, the City is in
the process of establishing a new eligibility list through the Civil Service testing
process, which will be certified by the Civil Service Commission on April 11th.
Firefighters hired for this grant will come from this certified list of applicants.

Xenia Police Division
Restores DARE and
Safety City Programs
The Xenia Police Division has been teaching the DARE program (Drug
Abuse Resistance Education) in the Xenia Community Elementary
Schools since 1992. The program has also been taught at St. Brigid,
Xenia Nazarene, and Summit Academy Schools. It is a program greatly
appreciated by the students, parents, and schools. The program is a great
tool to partner with parents, teachers, and the Police Division to educate
and equip students to overcome some of the obstacles in our culture.
In May 2010, due to falling tax revenues, six police officer positions were
cut. Because of these cuts the DARE and Safety City Programs were
cancelled to maximize manpower in the Police Division for emergency
services. This was a major setback for our community.
Fortunately, in November 2010, the citizens of Xenia rallied their support
and passed a tax levy allowing the city to reinstate the lost positions. The
Xenia Police Division immediately moved to restore the DARE and Safety
City Programs. In January 2011, Officer Harold Matheson began teaching
the DARE program to approximately 260 fifth grade students at St. Brigid,
Xenia Nazarene, and four other Xenia elementary schools. Three Xenia
elementary schools unfortunately missed out on the program due to only
having one semester to offer the program.
In June of 2011, Officer Matheson will conduct the Safety City Program for
all Xenia kindergarten graduates. The Safety City Program teaches basic
safety principles such as: Bike Safety, Water Safety, Street Safety, Gun Safety,
School Bus Safety, Stanger Safety, Seatbelt Safety, Fire and Poison Safety.
Sign-ups for the 2011 Safety City Program will begin in April.
In the 2011/2012 school year, the Xenia Police Division will be back in all
of the elementary schools with a full schedule. The DARE Program reaches
approximately 450 students in Xenia annually.

Xenia Vivid History. Vibrant Future.
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Have You Checked Your Smoke
Alarms Lately?
About 3,500 Americans die each year in fires
and about 20,000 are injured.
It is very important to have a working smoke
alarm with a working battery in your home. If you
have that, it greatly lowers your chances of dying
in a fire. Follow these 10 easy tips on smoke
alarms:

1 One of the best ways to protect yourself and
your family is to have a working smoke alarm that
can sound fast for both a fire that has flames,
and a smoky fire that has fumes without flames.
It is called a “Dual Sensor Smoke Alarm.”
2 Place a smoke alarm on the ceiling of every
level of your home and outside bedrooms.
Children and older people can sleep through
the loud sound of a smoke alarm. Make sure
your escape plan includes someone that can
help children and others wake up immediately to
escape from the home.

3 If you keep your bedroom doors closed,
place a smoke alarm on the ceiling of each
bedroom.
4 Check smoke alarms monthly by pressing
the test button.
5 Never take smoke alarm batteries out to put
into other items like games or remote controls.
6 Teach children what the smoke alarm sounds
like and what to do when they hear the alarm
sound.

7 If there is a fire, leave the home right away
by crawling low under the smoke and never go
back inside.
8 If smoke from cooking makes the alarm
sound, press the “hush” button, if your alarm has
one. You can also turn on the kitchen fan, open
a window or wave a towel near the alarm until it
stops making the sound. Never take the battery
out of the alarm.

City Government at Work:
Regular Monthly Meeting Schedule
Citizens are welcome to attend meetings of the City of Xenia decision-making
bodies and be a part of their local government. All meetings are held in the city
council chambers, second floor, Xenia City Hall, 101 N. Detroit Street, Xenia,
unless otherwise noted on the meeting agenda.
Xenia City Council - Regular sessions are held twice per month on the second
and fourth Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Special (work) and executive sessions occur
irregularly, which may be prior to a regular session, on a Saturday, or any other
day convenient to the Council members. The public is invited to attend regular
and special (work) sessions. Executive sessions are closed to the public. All
regular sessions of City Council are broadcast live on the City’s Government
Channel.
Xenia Traffic Commission - First Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Planning and Zoning Commission - First (and sometimes Third)
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board for Recreation, Arts, & Cultural Activities - Second Tuesday of
the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Civil Service Commission - Second Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board of Zoning Appeals - Fourth Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Per City of Xenia Codified Ordinance §206.03, the news media shall be notified
at least 24 hours in advance of any scheduled meeting of a decision-making
body of the City. In the event of an emergency requiring immediate action, the
news media should be notified of such meeting as soon as possible.

Check smoke alarms monthly by
pressing the test button.

9 Most alarms need a new battery at least
once a year. Some smoke alarms have batteries
that last for up to 10 years. If your smoke alarm is
over 10 years old, replace it with a new alarm and
a new battery.
10 If you rent, talk to your landlord about
placing a working smoke alarm in your home.
You still need to buy a new battery at least once
a year for the alarm.

Xenia Police Positions
Restored continued from page 1
In January, the Police Division moved to fill the three remaining
positions to bring the Police Division back to its current authorized
strength of forty-five officers. This allowed the restoration of the
DARE Program and the School Resource Officer Program, which
bolsters the Police Division’s community police and crime prevention
efforts. In late spring, once the new hires complete their field
training and can act as stand-alone officers, the Police Division will
restore the general assignment detective position.
The Xenia Police Division is proud to welcome their newest
officers:
Officer Jeff Moore was born and raised in Cedarville. He graduated
from Wilmington College in 2005 with a B.A. in Criminal Justice. He
was employed by the Greene County Sheriff’s Office and Jamestown
P.D. He is married and has a daughter.
Officer Jeff Tittle was born and raised in Xenia and graduated
from Wright State University with a B.S. in Education. He worked for
the Greene County Juvenile Detention Center and the University of
Dayton P.D. Jeff is married to his wife Kelli.
Officer Jackie Masur grew up in Cincinnati and attended Urbana
University where she graduated with a B.S. degree. She attended
the Ohio State Highway Patrol Academy and worked temporarily for
the Urbana Police Department. She is married and enjoys playing
sports and outdoor activities.
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2011 Street Rehabilitation Program

Street Rehabilitation
continued from page 1

investigate potential financing options that allow for more streets
to be addressed in Year 2012 and beyond, especially those in
the poorest condition. However, in the short term and in an effort
to receive favorable bid prices from asphalt contractors, it is
necessary to accept bids in the Spring 2011. Therefore, it was the
recommendation of City Staff to City Council that in the first year
(2011), streets requiring a “Mill and Fill” will be targeted, which also
allows for an increased number of streets to be addressed. Milling
and Filling, also known as Planing, is the process of “scraping off”
and replacing 2” of surface asphalt. A thorough analysis of Mill and
Fill eligible streets in Year 2011 revealed the list shown at the right.
It is expected that the City of Xenia will receive bids in April 2011,
with the intention of construction commencing in June or July 2011,
and lasting through November 2011. While City Staff would like to
address all streets at once, financial limitations will limit what it can
and/or cannot do in a particular calendar year. However, City Staff is
pleased to be able to (finally) provide this service to the public.

To Report a
Pothole
Residents can report potholes to the Public
Service Department by calling 376-7265
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday - Friday. Please provide a specific
location, including street address of the
nearest property if known, to the Secretary.

Having a
problem with
your street
light?
If you are experiencing a problem with
your street light or notice a problem with a
street light inside the City limits, please call
the City of Xenia Public Service Department
at 376-7265 with the following information:
The nearest address to the street light
and/or the pole identification number (pole
numbers are a 5-digit number on the black
and silver tag on the pole).
City Staff will report the problem directly to
DPL Energy for remediation.
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Arkansas Dr.
Berkshire Dr.
Dundee Dr.
Illinois Dr.
Indiana Dr.
Iowa Dr.
Kansas Dr.
New York Dr.
Oklahoma Dr.
Pembury Dr.
Whitt St.
Orchard St.
Park St.
Radar St.
Edison Blvd.
Sutton Dr.
Ormsby Dr.

Tennessee Dr. to Minnesota Dr.
Bellbrook Ave. to Cornwall Dr.
Cornwall Dr. to Pembury Dr.
Mississippi Dr. to Tennessee Dr.
Wyoming Dr. to Montana Dr.
Montana Dr. to Colorado Dr.
Wyoming Dr. to Oklahoma Dr.
Massachusetts Dr. to Tennessee Dr.
Colorado Dr. to Montana Dr.
Dundee Dr. to Cornwall Dr.
Atkinson Dr. to Roxbury Dr.
E. Church St. to Radar St.
E. Church St. to Radar St.
N. Columbus Ave. to Park St.
E. Church St. to Weaver St.
E. Ankeney Mill Rd. to Edison Blvd.
Home Ave. to Pocahontas Ave.

20” Water Main Installation
Replaces unreliable main installed in 1920’s
In November 2009, the City of Xenia was awarded State of Ohio Issue II funds in the amount
of $1,036,000 from the Ohio Public Works Commission to construct a 20-inch water main
from the Xenia Water Plant at 1831 U.S. 68 to Kinsey Road. This new main would act as a
backup to an existing 20-inch water main that services the entire City of Xenia. The current
backup main is a 14-inch cast iron main constructed in the 1920’s that is unreliable and
prone to breaks. It is of great concern to City Staff that if the existing 20-inch main would go
down for whatever reason, there is no reliable alternative to supply Xenia customers with
potable water. In addition, water laterals that service properties in the “Old Town” area of
Xenia Township will also be replaced during construction of the new main. On January 13,
2011, Xenia City Council awarded a contract to LeVan’s Excavating, Inc. of West Liberty,
Ohio at a Not-to-Exceed cost of $1,245,932.50. LeVan’s Excavating, Inc. commenced
construction on February 28, 2011, with an anticipated finish date of July 1, 2011.

City to Install Hi-Tech Control
System at Water Treatment Plant
SCADA is an acronym for Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition, a system that collects
data from various sensors at a factory, plant, or in other remote locations and sends this
data to a central computer that manages the data and controls the equipment. SCADA is a
term that is used broadly to portray control and management solutions in a wide range of
industries. SCADA has become the “industry standard” for water and wastewater treatment
facilities mainly due to staffing concessions, efficiency standards, and regulatory and
operational requirements. The City’s Water Treatment Plant SCADA—Phase 1 project was
launched in late 2010 and is set for a June 2011 start-up. This project is funded through the
water fund or funding generated through water user fees.
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West Main Street
Enhancement Projects
Featuring a stone entry sign,
landscaping, lighting

Did You Know?
Many Home Improvement
Projects Require Zoning
and/or Building Permits
Make sure you’re covered before
you start that dream project!

This limestone entry sign will welcome visitors and residents
alike as they enter Xenia at W. Main Street and Progress Drive.
Additionally, low-maintenance landscaping and decorative
lighting will spruce up W. Main Street from Progress Drive to
Allison Avenue.

On August 12, 2010, Xenia City Council awarded contracts for two
aesthetic enhancement projects along West Main Street between
Progress Drive and Allison Avenue. Phase I was awarded to Stone
Creek Landscaping, Inc. of Centerville, Ohio at a Not-to-Exceed cost
of $309,382.49. Major elements associated with Phase I include a
limestone entry sign at the southeast corner of Progress Drive and West
Main Street, along with various types of low-maintenance landscaping
along a portion of the north fence line of West Main Street. Phase II
was awarded to Evans Landscaping, Inc. of Cincinnati, Ohio at a Notto-Exceed cost of $331,162.60. Major elements in Phase II include new
decorative lighting within a center median directly in front of the Xenia
High School Stadium, along with various types of low-maintenance
landscaping within the center median and the north/south fence lines.
Because both phases were ready for construction in Year 2010, they
were eligible to receive federal American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA) monies to greatly abate the funding commitment of the
City of Xenia. In consideration of the two projects being constructed
concurrently, the City’s largest out-of-pocket expense for construction
totals less than $30,000. This project will aid the City’s economic
development efforts by enhancing a heavily-travelled gateway, creating a
positive first impression for those looking to invest in Xenia. Construction
is expected to be completed on both projects by May 1, 2011.

It’s that time of the year again. Time for those home improvement
projects that you’ve been dreaming about all winter long – a new
swimming pool, a new storage shed or garage, a new fence – all exciting
projects that add to your enjoyment of your property and, done well, can
enhance the quality of your neighborhood.
The City of Xenia and Greene County are here to assist you with your
project. Building and/or zoning permits are required for many common
home improvement projects. Permitting requirements ensure safe,
high-quality development that instills pride in the neighborhood and the
City. The table below lists permit requirements for common residential
improvement projects as well as websites and locations/contacts for
more information. Simply call, go online or stop by to get the information
you need to get your project on track.
Zoning Permit
Required?

Building Permit
Required?

Additions
(rooms, open porches)

Yes

Yes

Accessory buildings
(shed, garage, etc.)

Yes

Only if 200 square
feet or greater

Major interior work
(e.g. furnace, electrical,
wall removal, etc.)

No

Yes

Minor interior work
(e.g. cosmetic kitchen
or bath remodeling)

No

No

Re-roofing

No

Yes if project involves
50% or more of roof
sheathing/pitch

Driveway expansion

Yes

No

Fence

Yes

No

Swimming pool

Yes

Yes

City of Xenia Planning
and Zoning Dept.

Greene County Dept.
of Building Regulation

Location/contact info

966 Towler Road
376-7277

667 Dayton-Xenia Rd.
562-7420

Website with permit
forms, fees and
instructions

www.ci.xenia.oh.us/
city-services-2/
permits.html

www.co.greene.oh.us/
BldgRegs/default.asp

Type of Work

Permitting agency

the Xenia Communicator
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New Businesses
(Based on zoning permits issued in January and February 2011)
Doug Yates Karate: Occupying space at 199 Bellbrook Ave., in the
former location of TLC Smoke Shop.
Faith Family Church: Occupying former office space at
1205 Whitefield Circle on the Legacy Ministries Campus.
Cousin Vinny’s Pizza: Dayton-area pizza eat-in/carry-out/delivery
chain at 525 W. Second St.
Rodin’s Timeless Wonders: Used merchandise store to occupy the
former Express Yourself Coffee Shop space at 78 E. Main St.
Legacy Barber and Beauty: Occupying space adjacent to Family
Video at 281 E. Main St.
Rooster’s: Regional sports bar/restaurant chain specializing in
chicken wings in former Bob Evan’s Restaurant at 400 W Main St.
Subway: New building at 1355 N. Detroit St., expected to open in late
April.

McKinley Elementary School - Academic Wing

McKinley Elementary School - Main Entrance and Media Center

2010 Census:

It’s Ofﬁcial - Xenia IS Growing! New Xenia Elementary Schools
The official 2010 U.S. Census count indicates that Xenia’s population
grew by 6.4% between 2000 and 2010, bringing the city’s total population
to 25,719. Growth has largely been due to new development in areas that
have been annexed into Xenia over the past couple of decades. This marks
a significant turning point for Xenia, bringing the city’s population to its
highest level since before 1970.

24,000
23,500
23,000

1970

¬

1990

2000

2000

2010

2010 % Change

24,164

25,719

6.4%

37,984

45,193

19.0%

7,009

6,943

-0.9%

Dayton

166,179

141,527

-14.8%

Fairborn

32,052

32,352

0.9%

1,917

1,993

4.0%

Xenia
Beavercreek
Bellbrook

Jamestown
Kettering

57,502

56,163

-2.3%

Lebanon

16,962

20,033

18.1%

3,761

3,487

-7.3%

147,886

161,573

9.3%

11,353,140 11,536,504

1.6%

Yellow Springs
Greene County
Ohio
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1980

24,164

24,500

24,836

25,000

24,653

25,373

25,500

25,719

26,000

Provide Up-to-Date Learning
Environments
New buildings feature state-of-the-art
technology, energy-efﬁcient HVAC, much
improved safety and security systems.
Xenia area elementary school students and staff will be starting
the 2012-13 school year in new, greatly improved spaces. The Xenia
Community School District will begin construction of five new K-5
schools this year on the sites of Arrowood, Cox, McKinley, Shawnee
and Tecumseh Elementary Schools. The new buildings will replace
existing elementary school buildings that were built between 1950 and
1975. This project was made possible by $26 million in state funding as
well as funds generated by a 2009 local levy.
The new schools will provide much-improved learning environments
through features such as updated technology and equipment, healthier
and more energy-efficient mechanical systems, air conditioning, and
improved student fire safety and security systems. They will also
pump new investment into existing neighborhoods and enhance
their surroundings with abundant landscaping. The existing Cox and
Shawnee buildings will be demolished while the existing Arrowood and
McKinley buildings will be retained and converted to other uses.
Groundbreaking for the five new school buildings is scheduled for the
weekend of April 15/16. The buildings are expected to be open for classes
for the 2012-13 school year. For additional information contact the Xenia
Community Schools at 376-2961, or visit their website at
www.xenia.k12.oh.us.
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Xenia Station Bike Spur Enhancement Project
EAVEY BUILDING

LITTLE MIAM I SCEN IC

BIKE PATH
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Hospitality Plaza / Eavey Building Landscape

Cyclists and motorists entering downtown Xenia from the south will soon encounter an improved “first
impression” of our urban core. In 2009 the City successfully applied for $225,000 in federal grant dollars
(matched with $85,102 in local dollars) to install lighting and landscaping enhancements along the Little
Miami Scenic Bike Path between the Xenia Station Bike Hub and the intersection of S. Detroit Street and
Third Street near downtown Xenia. The project will include decorative lighting, new trees and shrubs,
and a small pedestrian plaza with bicycle racks and a gateway sculpture on Detroit Street.
This project grew out of the City’s 2008 Downtown
Strategic Plan, which identified this area as an important
gateway and critical link between Xenia Station and
downtown. The planned lighting and landscaping will
increase the sense of security along this bike path
segment, attract and retain investment in surrounding
areas and draw cyclists into downtown Xenia.
Bicycle Rack Sculpture
A special committee of residents, business owners and
property owners worked with the City and its consultant, Edsall and Associates to develop the design
concept. Construction is tentatively scheduled for Spring 2012.

Aerial view of S. Detroit/Xenia Station area
showing location of Hospitality Plaza.

Jamestown Connector Path Nears Completion
On September 9, 2010, Xenia City Council awarded a contract to Barrett
Paving Materials, Inc. of Dayton, Ohio to construct the Jamestown Connector
Bike Path from Jasper Road to Washington Street. This section of bike path
measures 10 feet in width and closes a “gap” that will enable bicyclists to travel
from the Xenia Station to the Village of Jamestown. This work, however, does
not include the construction of the bike path under the U.S. 35 Bypass. That
project is currently being designed and it is anticipated that construction will
commence by June 2012 (provided that the necessary funding is in place).
From a bike path funding standpoint, in Year 2007 the City was able to secure
$430,000 in Clean Ohio Trail Funds (COTF) from the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources and $200,000 in Ohio Capital Funds through the Ohio
Department of Development to construct the Connector. The City of Xenia
is contributing in-kind services for a local share commitment in the form of
construction inspection and project management duties. It is anticipated that
construction will be completed by June 1, 2011.

Barrett Paving Materials personnel smooth out base layer
of blacktop for Jamestown Connector Path.
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Marietta, OH
Permit No. 161

101 N. Detroit Street
Xenia, Ohio 45385
Xenia City Hall
101 N. Detroit Street
376-7232
Xenia Police Division
376-7200
Xenia Fire Division
Non-Emergency
376-7278
Xenia Utility Billing
376-7242
Street and Storm
Sewer Maintenance
376-7265
Xenia Planning Dept.
376-7285
Trash Pick-Up
800-223-3960 (Rumpke)
For more information,
visit Xenia’s website:
http://www.ci.xenia.oh.us

Upcoming Events
Xenia Income Tax Returns are due to the City
of Xenia by April 18th. See page 2.
Annual Easter Egg Hunt presented by the
Xenia Area Association of Churches will take
place on Saturday, April 23rd starting at
11 a.m. at Shawnee Park. See page 5.
Help us plant some trees for Arbor Day on
April 30th at 11 a.m. at Franklin Park.
Volunteer Day and Kick-Off for Bloom with
Xenia on Saturday, May 14th at 9 a.m. See
page 3.
Greene County Environmental Services
Household Hazardous Waste Day on
Saturday, May 14th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(2145 Greene Way Boulevard).

City Offices will be closed on Monday,
May 30th, in observance of Memorial Day.
Trash collection will be delayed one day.
Annual Youth Fishing Derby on Saturday,
June 4th, at Shawnee Park.
“Music in the Park” (Shawnee Park) on
Sunday, June 5th from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Greene County Environmental Services
Household Hazardous Waste Day on
Saturday, June 11th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(2145 Greene Way Boulevard).
Community Homecoming Picnic/Bike Parade
at Shawnee Park on Saturday, June 18th
at 12 noon.

Semi-Annual Fire Hydrant Flushing will take
place May 9-12. See page 6.

“Music in the Park” (Shawnee Park) on
Sunday, July 3rd from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

City Offices will be closed on Monday,
July 4th, in observance of the Independence
Day holiday. Trash collection will be delayed
one day.
Greene County Environmental Services
Household Hazardous Waste Day on
Saturday, July 9th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
(2145 Greene Way Boulevard).
“Music in the Park” (Shawnee Park) on
Sunday, August 7th from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
“Music in the Park” (Shawnee Park) on
Sunday, September 4th from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
City Offices will be closed on Monday,
September 5th, in observance of Labor Day.
Trash collection will be delayed one day.
“The Xenia Community Festival” (formerly
Xenia Old Fashioned Days) on
September 16th and 17th. See page 3.
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