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Leadership Changes in Xenia
Xenia City Manager, Jim
Percival, retired at the
end of January after a
thirty-year career in
public service of which
twenty-three years were
served with the City of
Xenia.
Jim came to the City as
the Assistant City
Manager in January 1987
after serving as the
Assistant Accounting/Budget Manager for the City
of Springfield. In May 1999 Percival was appointed
City Manager. He later accepted a position with the
City of Clayton as the Director of Service and
Economic Development but was called back to his
hometown to take over the reins once again and
finish out his career as City Manager with the City
of Xenia.
“I have truly enjoyed serving the citizens of Xenia.
Xenia is my home and a community that I love. I
believe there are many great opportunities for our
City both in the short and long run. The Mayor,
City Council and staff are as good of a group of
people that I have ever had the pleasure to work
with in my entire career and I know that they are
poised to take advantage of the opportunities to
make Xenia a GREAT City.”
Under Percival’s leadership and direction, the City
attracted over twenty-five new businesses, creating
appropriately 550 jobs and investing more than
$71.7 million in our community. The City also
received more than $5.2 million in Clean Ohio
funding between assessments and grants. Since the
beginning of Jim’s tenure many new residential
developments modernized the City’s housing stock,
including Wright Cycle Estates, Summerbrooke,
Kinsey Meadows, Sterling Green, Fairmoor and
Timber Ridge. Other developments include Athletes
in Action and the Legacy Campus, Deer Creek
apartments, and growth at the Industrial Park.
“Because of Jim’s exceptional dedication and loyal
service to our community, he takes with him a piece
of Xenia’s history; his intimate knowledge of many
years of City initiatives, projects, and events,” said
Council President Mike Engle. “Xenia’s operations
under Jim’s leadership have been rock-solid, steady,
and sure. I’m very thankful for Jim’s many years of
service to our community and wish him and his
family all the best as he embarks on a new chapter
in his life.”

After considering various
options for filling the vacancy
created by the retirement of City
Manager, Jim Percival, the
Council unanimously decided it
was in the best interest of the
City to give first consideration
to Assistant City Manager, Brent
Merriman. He was sworn in as
City Manager at the February
13, 2014 Council meeting.
Brent began his career in public service with the Ohio
Department of Mental Health (ODMH), Office of
Quality & Strategic Planning, immediately following his
graduation from Bowling Green State University with a
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science. As Assistant for
Special Projects and Initiatives, Merriman represented
the agency in the development and project management
of statewide initiatives, advised executive leadership on
strategic planning practices, and served as liaison
between ODMH and consultants, other state agencies,
advocacy groups, and the community.
Brent’s commitment to public sector service led him to
completing his Master’s in Public Administration from
The Ohio State University, School of Public Policy and
Management in August 2006. His education, experience
and energetic professional character made him the ideal
candidate for Xenia’s Assistant City Manager position in
November 2006. Since joining the Xenia staff, Brent has
served as Acting City Manager, Acting Human
Resources Director, and during the economic downturn,
Brent stepped in and assumed the duties of the Director
of Public Service in addition to maintaining his
responsibilities as Assistant City Manager.
“Over the past seven years as Assistant City Manager, it’s
been my pleasure to get to know this community, and
I’ve come to appreciate the resiliency and traditional
values of its people. My family and I are proud to call the
Xenia area home and we look forward to being a part of
all that Xenia has to offer. Our community will face
many challenges in the years ahead, but I remain
confident in the promise of Xenia, and I am encouraged
by the devotion and determination of City Council and
City staff to ensure a prosperous future. We will
capitalize on the good work already done, and we will
move forward with a renewed focus on service,
leadership, and positivity. I believe abundant
opportunities are on the horizon for Xenia, and City
leadership will need citizen input and participation to
achieve all we can for our community. It is my humble
privilege to be afforded the opportunity to serve the
people of Xenia as their next City Manager.”
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City Income Tax Returns Due April 15th

Xenia residents (and businesses ﬁling on a calendar year) have
until April 15th to ﬁle their 2013 Xenia City Income Tax Return.
The City of Xenia has mandatory filing; therefore, even if a resident
(ages 18 to 65) or business has no income, a tax return must still be
filed. If taxpayers need
additional assistance preparing
their individual returns, they
should visit the City’s website
or bring their paperwork (W2s, 1099s, schedules of other
income) and their pre-printed
Xenia tax form (if available) to
the Income Tax Office
(customer service hours are 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday) and city staff
will assist you in completing
your return. The Income Tax
Office will be open additional
hours for tax filing from 8 a.m.
to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, April 15, 2014. Tax returns must be received by
the Income Tax Division or postmarked by April 15, 2014 to avoid late
filing penalties.
A Tax Tool is accessible from the Xenia City website to assist
individual taxpayers in completing their 2013 Xenia City Income Tax
Return, and electronic filing is now available if the taxpayer uploads all
the required attachments to the Xenia tax return (W-2s, Federal returns,
etc.).

City of Xenia Receives “Certiﬁcate of
Excellence in Financial Reporting”
The City of Xenia has received the
Certificate of Excellence in Financial
Reporting from the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA) for the
2012 Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR). This is the 30th
consecutive year the City has received this
prestigious award. The Certificate of
Achievement is the highest form of
recognition in the area of government
accounting and financial reporting and its
attainment represents a significant
accomplishment by a government and its management.
Finance Director Mark Bazelak thanked the Mayor and City Council
and the entire city staff, in particular Assistant Finance Director Ryan
Duke and the Finance Department staff for their effort in achieving
this award.

Those using electronic filing will receive a confirmation number that
will provide proof of the date of the submission of the Xenia tax
return. Taxpayers may also continue to use the Tax Tool as they have
in the past to print the return, attach all required documentation
(e.g., W-2s, 1099s, Schedules A, C, and E) and mail or deliver the
return to the City of Xenia Income Tax Division. If the taxpayer
received a pre-printed tax return in the mail, they can use their
personalized secure web address that was printed on the return (e.g.,
JohnQPublic.xeniatax.com/13) to access the Tax Tool. Additional
instructions for using the Tax Tool are available on the City’s website.
Electronic filing is ONLY available using the Tax Tool on our website.
Xenia returns filed using other products such as Turbo Tax will not be
received by the City of Xenia. If a tax preparer completes a taxpayer’s
Xenia Income Tax Return, the taxpayer is responsible for submitting
the return to the City of Xenia Income Tax Division.
The Xenia City income tax rate changed on January 1, 2011 to 2.25%.
Taxpayers who do not have Xenia City income tax fully withheld by
their employer should review the information in their tax packet
concerning estimated payments prior to January 15, 2014 to determine
if estimated payments are required to avoid an underpayment of
estimated taxes penalty. Taxpayers with questions on estimated
payments should contact the Tax Division at 937-376-7248 or use the
estimated payments calculator available on the Tax Division webpage.
Tax payments may be made via mail, via the 24-hour drop box in the
lobby of City Hall, at the A/R Division using cash, check, money
order, or VISA/MasterCard/Discover or via the Internet using
MuniciPay (see the “Pay Your Taxes” page on the Tax Division
webpage for more information).

Changes in Internet Payment
Options for Xenia Income Tax
The City of Xenia is changing payment processors to reduce fees
charged to taxpayers making payments via the Internet. The City
has contracted with MuniciPAY to process Internet payments for
City of Xenia Income Taxes via Visa, MasterCard or Discover
credit or debit cards.
Taxpayers can use the MuniciPAY link available on the Tax
Division’s “Pay Your Taxes” page on the City’s website.
Transaction fees with MuniciPAY are 2.45% of the transaction or
$1.50 (whichever is greater).
Individuals and businesses can make final return payments,
estimated payments, payment plan payments or employer
withholding payments via MuniciPAY. Taxpayers should enter
their City of Xenia Income Tax account number or Social
Security Number/Federal ID in the Reference Number field to
ensure proper application of their payment.

To review the 2012 CAFR or a report from any year dating back to
1983, go to our website (www.ci.xenia.oh.us) and type “annual
reports” in the search box. Follow the link to the Comprehensive
Annual Financial Reports page.

2

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.

SPRING 2014

Communicator
COMMUNITY
Xenia
Farmers’
Market

Xenia First Fridays 2014
Community Garden Plots

Buy Fresh, Buy
Local in 2014!
The Xenia Towne Square Farmers’ Market,
which is now managed by the Greene County
Farmers’ Market Association, will be held from
2 to 6 p.m. in the Kmart parking lot every
Tuesday from June to October.
Interested growers should contact Bob Irvin of
the Greene County Farmers’ Market at (937)
581-4087 to find out about becoming a
member of the association. Vendors must be
located within Greene County to participate.
Come enjoy the summer’s fresh produce from
Greene County Farmers!

Want to grow your own produce? The City
offers community garden plots on Sheelin
Road across from West Side Park. Citizens
may rent the 20’ x 30’ plots for $20.00 per
plot during the 2014 season.
Plots are available for use from April 13th to
October 31st. Weed killers and pesticides are
not permitted. Water is available at the site,
although gardeners need to supply their own
hoses.
At the end of the season, the City will plow
the plots and gardeners must remove all
materials (tomato cages, stakes, etc.).
If interested, please call the Public Service
Department (937) 376-7265.

There’s a lot happening
at the...
Downtown Xenia Now Book Collection and Book
Club Continues in 2014!
Do you care about Downtown Xenia, and want to know
more about what works in other cities seeking to revitalize
their core? Do you
enjoy reading,
thinking, and
exchanging ideas with
others? If so, come to
the Downtown Xenia
Now (DXN)/
Greene County/
Xenia Community
Library Book Club
held the third
Tuesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. at the Greene
County/Xenia Community Library.
March 18th - Carole Braun will lead us in the book Why the
Garden Club couldn’t Save Youngstown by Sean Safford.
April 15th - Paul Gregor will lead the book Cities Back From
the Edge: New Life for Downtown by Roberta Brandes
Gratz & Norman Mintz.
DXN Book Club materials are available as circulating
materials available for browsing and located on the 1st floor
of the library in the stacks nearest the Grants Collection. To
check on the availability of a book, call 352-4000 or visit the
Xenia Library online at www.greenelibrary.info. A complete
list of books may be found at the DXN website under
“News” at http://www.xenianow.org/index.php/xenianews/
dxn-book-group.

First Fridays is a fun-filled community event
held in downtown Xenia on the first Friday of
each month, May through September, from
5 to 9 p.m. It features live music and street
entertainers (magicians, clowns, caricaturists,
stilt walkers, jugglers, petting zoo, etc);
activities for kids; special sales and events at
downtown businesses; displays from local nonprofit organizations; and plenty of food, art,
and retail vendors.
If you are a musician or other entertainer and
would like to participate, please respond via
email, xeniafirstfridays@gmail.com, to let us
know in what capacity you would like to
participate and which dates you're available.
If you would like to participate as a vendor,
please visit www.xenianow.org for
information and applications.

This year marks the 40th anniversary of a tragic
event that changed the course of history for the
Xenia community. The 1974 tornado that
devastated Xenia was a reminder of both the
power of nature and the resiliency of our
people. In recognition of this, the City of
Xenia, the Greene County Historical Society,
and the Greene County Libraries, Xenia Branch are proud to present a month
of remembrance and education.
Beginning in March 2014, special programming and events will be offered to
the general public to learn about weather phenomena and severe weather
preparedness, to understand the history of the 1974 tornado and its aftermath,
and to recognize the efforts and leadership displayed in the recovery and
rebuilding of our community.
A memorial service will be held on April 3rd promptly starting at 4:15 p.m. at
the 1974 Tornado Memorial in front of Xenia City Hall with a reception
immediately following at the Xenia Branch of the Greene County Library.
Below is a listing of activities being conducted on April 3, 2014. Please visit the
City of Xenia website (www.ci.xenia.oh.us) for a complete listing of events and
activities all throughout the month of March.

4/3/14 Time

Event

Location

4:15 p.m. Remembrance, 1974 Tornado
Memorial

Xenia City Hall

5:00 p.m. Reception/Exhibit

Xenia Branch Library

6:00 p.m. Looking Back-Rescue and
Recovery Efforts at Greene
Memorial Hospital – Herman
Menapace, Director GMH,
Retired

Xenia Branch Library

7:00 p.m. Paying it Forward “Xenia 4
Moore, Oklahoma.” Debby Stevens

Xenia Branch Library

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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“Movies in the Park”
Back again for 2014 is “Movies in
the Park” thanks to the generous
sponsorship of Faith Community
United Methodist Church ~ and
the movie viewing season has been
extended! These family-fun events
now occur all year! From October
to March, they happen at Faith
Community United
Methodist Church. From June to August,
they follow the First Fridays events. So,
bring your lawn chairs or blankets
and head to Shawnee Park … the
show begins at dusk! In the
event of inclement weather,
the movie will be shown at
Faith Community at 100
Country Club Drive.
March 14th - Despicable
Me 2
June 6th - Smurfs 2
July 11th - Miracle
August 1st - The Nut Job

SPRING 2014

Annual Fishing Derby
June 7th at Shawnee Park

Calling all anglers! The City’s Annual Fishing Derby will take place on
Saturday, June 7th, at Shawnee Park. The event begins with registration
at 8:30 a.m. with fishing starting at 9 a.m.
This annual, FREE event calls on all boys and girls aged 3 to 15 to show
off their fishing skills. Trophies are awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place in
each age group (3-7, 8-11, and 12-15) as well as for the biggest fish.
This catch-and-release event is sponsored by area businesses; last
year’s sponsors were Farmers Insurance Agency, F & S Bait,
Jeremy and John Mitchell, Trophy Sports, Alan Besco,
Danny McClanahan, betterImages Portrait Gallery,
PuroClean Emergency Services, Maple Corner Farm
and the City of Xenia/BRACA.
The organizers of the event are seeking door
prizes such as fishing poles, tackle boxes, hooks
and bobbers, collapsible chairs, camping
equipment, flashlights, sleeping bags, etc. Please
contact Todd Patterson at (937) 603-2834 if
you’d like to make a cash donation or donate a
door prize. Registration information will be posted
on the City’s website.

October 24th - Monster House
December 5th - Frozen

Easter Egg Hunt

Shawnee Park and its pavilion are the perfect setting to enjoy a little “Music in the
Park!” The series is held June through August on the first Sunday of the month
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.. Please check our website or Facebook page for up-to-theminute information. The bands scheduled to play are as follows:

The Xenia Area Association of Churches and Ministries is
once again collaborating with the Board for Recreation,
Arts, and Cultural Activities (BRACA) to bring you the
Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 19th starting at
11 a.m.

June 1st: The Ohio Valley British Brass Band … an impressive 45-piece
brass band founded in 1992 is comprised of professional musicians, active and
retired educators, and lay people from the Ohio Valley. Don’t miss the
opportunity to enjoy a great evening of quality brass band music! Visit their
website at www. redeemer-church.org/ovbbb.htm.

Saturday, April 19th at 11 a.m.

This annual event is FREE for children 0 to 12 years, with
designated egg hunt areas for different age groups as well as
a designated area for children with special needs.
Participants should dress for the weather as this event will
be held rain or shine (or snow!). Participants should also
bring their own bag or basket and arrive early at 10 a.m. to
register for the Easter Basket giveaways. Be sure to bring
your cameras for photo opportunities!
If you’d like to volunteer to assist with the event or donate
an Easter Egg basket (or two), please call Councilwoman
Jeanne Mills at 374-2818 or Sarah Mays at 241-8873.
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June 15th: The New Old Fashioned …the band’s sound marries big choral
harmonies with heartland rock reminiscent of Tom Petty or the Old 97’s. Visit
their website at www.thenewoldfashioned.bandcamp.com
July 6th: The Sauerkraut German Band … a 17-member band with several
vocalists and instrumental soloists that specialize in marches, polkas, schottisches,
waltzes, and American Big Band-style music from the 1930’s through the present.
Visit their website at www.krautband.com.
July 20th: Retrobution … a five-member 80’s tribute band playing all your
favorites from the days when MTV actually played music! Visit their website at
www.retrobutionmusic.com.
August 3rd: Xenia Hospitality Chorus … an organization who sing and
promote the Barbershop Art form. Visit their website at www.sites.google.com/
site/hospitalitychorus/home.
August 17th: The Greene County Adult Band … organized in 1988, this
85-member band allows accomplished musicians from Greene County to express
their talent at various community events. The band’s repertoire includes marches,
overtures, orchestral transcriptions, contemporary symphonic music, and novelty
selections. Visit their website at www.greene-band.org.

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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The Xenia Community
Festival Committee is
proud to announce a
new--but old--location
for the Xenia
Community Festival this
September 19th and
20th--Shawnee Park. The
Festival will need to leave its previous location due to construction
of the new City Hall in downtown Xenia. "The Committee felt
moving the Festival now would be the best strategy," said Diane
Hollenbeck, President of the Committee. "We're happy to see the
City improving and we think the move will be great for the Festival
and the community." "It's good to see this group think out of the
box, not give up, and be proactive--to keep the Festival going in
Xenia." said Alan Liming, President and CEO of the Xenia Area
Chamber of Commerce.
The Festival will retain its Title Sponsor, Greene Memorial
Hospital, and will feature Joe Mullins and the Radio Ramblers as
the headline entertainment on Saturday night, September 20th. The
Balloon Glow is being planned for Friday night. Other
enhancements for the 2014 Festival are currently in the planning
stages.

BRACA’s Tree Committee
Arbor Day Educational Day April 26th
The Tree Committee, a
subcommittee of the Board for
Recreation, Arts, and Cultural
Activities, is hosting its
annual Arbor Day
Educational Day on
Saturday, April 26th, at the
Xenia Station Bike Hub
from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
The Tree Committee will have
numerous displays and learning
opportunities available
for both adults and children
including The Incredible Journey,
information on the Heritage Tree Program, information on the Asian
Longhorn Beetle, and an opportunity to take home a tree seedling. Stop
by and learn how to help Keep Xenia Green and Growing!

“BLOOM with XENIA … Adopt-A-Spot”
Help us “Keep Xenia Beautiful”... One Flower at a Time
The City’s Board for Recreation, Arts, and Cultural
Activities (BRACA) is once again collaborating with the
Greene County Master Gardeners (GCMG) and
Downtown Xenia Now for the “BLOOM with
XENIA … Adopt-A-Spot” program! This
collaborative effort was established in 2010 based on the
City’s ongoing need for support to maintain, enhance,
and beautify the flower beds and flower pots located in
and around our downtown.
The “BLOOM with XENIA … Adopt-A-Spot”
program allows individuals, families, businesses,
community groups, non-profits, church groups, PTOs,
etc., to adopt downtown flower beds and flower pots.
In total, there are 36 flower beds and 34 flower pots.
The City of Xenia will provide the following support:
• Flowers for 4 flower pots around City Hall
• Routine watering will be done by City Public Service
Workers (*more frequent watering may need to be
done by the adoptee depending on the weather)
• Mulch will be provided for all flower beds on
Volunteer Day, which is Saturday, May 10th
• Debris removal (trash from flower beds, removal of
weeds, last year’s dead growth, etc.) will be done on
Volunteer Day
• Publicity of the program to include signs to
acknowledge the adoptees of each flower bed or
flower pot

Volunteer Day
Sat., May 10th
Those wanting to
participate in
Volunteer Day should
arrive at City Hall at
9 a.m. with their own
gardening tools
(some tools may be
provided by the City).
The goal for the day
is to prepare the
downtown ﬂower
pots and ﬂower beds
for ﬂowers and lay
down mulch in the
ﬂower beds.
Depending on the
number of
volunteers, there will
also be projects at
the City’s parks,
including Shawnee
Park and Xenia
Station.

The Greene County Master Gardeners will provide the
following support:
• Training on good gardening practices (learn the
difference between a weed vs. a flower, how to stage
plants and flowers, annuals vs. perennials, etc.)
• General support for those wanting to adopt a flower
bed or flower pot
Downtown Xenia Now will also help to promote and
support the program.
Can we count on YOU to help Xenia grow, BLOOM, and
prosper? Will you Adopt-A-Spot and help us make Xenia a
more beautiful place to live, work, and play? Contact Carol
Atzbach, Master Gardener, at 374-1202 as soon as possible to
claim your Spot! The application for adoption will be posted
on the City’s website. We look forward to having you
“BLOOM with XENIA!”

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.

5

SPRING 2014

Communicator
IMPROVEMENTS

Semi-Annual Hydrant Flushing Schedule

Beautiﬁcation Awards Program
June – October

Twice a year the City of Xenia flushes fire hydrants in order to test the hydrants
and clean the water mains. Hydrant flushing is typically done in May and October
to avoid freezing weather.

Do you or your neighbor have a beautifully landscaped yard?
Do you patronize an area business that spends time on their
landscaping and it shows? Let us know!

In 2014 the City has scheduled this important maintenance for the weeks of
May 5th and October 6th. We will be conducting the flushing program during the
day. The hours of flushing will be from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.

Beautification Awards were created to encourage Xenia residents,
businesses and property owners to develop and maintain their
properties in an attractive manner; thereby improving their own
neighborhood and ultimately the community as a whole. As such,
the Board for Recreation, Arts & Cultural Activities (BRACA)
has established Beautification Awards to recognize those
individuals whose efforts qualify as personal property
enhancement within the City.

During this time, residents may notice discolored water, low water pressure and
hydrants flowing in various areas. The water is safe to drink; however, it is
suggested that ALL residents check the water before attempting to draw water or
do laundry. Residents should be aware that when hydrants are flushed in one area
of the City, water may also become discolored in other areas.
For households with a water softener, it is suggested that the unit not be cycled at
night unless the water has been checked. In addition, the softener can be
bypassed if the water is discolored for any length of time.
A map of the City outlining the zones for each day is on our website at
www.ci.xenia.oh.us. From the Home Page scroll over City Government and click
on City Services, then click Seasonal Services on the left side of the page.
Day

Neighborhoods Scheduled for Hydrant Flushing

Monday

Northwest of W. Church St., North of Market St. and Dayton Ave.
and West of N. Detroit St. (Beverly Hills, Fairmoor Heights,
Timber Ridge, Summer Brooke, Kinsey Meadows and Laynewood
north of Dayton Ave.)

Zone 1
Tuesday
Zone 2
Wednesday
Zone 3
Thursday
Zone 4

Friday
Zone 5

West of St. Rt. 35 and Northwest of Bellbrook Ave. (the Colorado
Dr. sections of Arrowhead, Sterling Green, Childers, Wright Cycle
Estates and the Reserve of Xenia)
North of East Church St. and East of N. Detroit St. including
Amlin Heights and Old Springfield Pike (Stadium Heights, Greene
Memorial Hospital Area and North Galloway areas)
Between Church St., Market St. and Dayton Ave. on the North and
South of E. Third St. along Cincinnati Ave. to Industrial Blvd. to
Bellbrook Ave. and Northeast of St. Rt. 35. (including Arrowhead
north of St. Rt. 35, Laynewood on both sides of W. Second St. and
the Downtown area going east to the Corporation Limit)
South of Third Street and East of Bellbrook Ave. to Industrial Blvd.
then East of Cincinnati Ave. (including South Hill, Legacy, and
Industrial Park)

U.S. 42 and 68 Repaving Project
In 2014 the City of Xenia was fortunate in obtaining a grant from the State of
Ohio (ODOT) to resurface U.S. 42 from Industrial Boulevard to the north
corporation limits and a portion of U.S. 68 from S. Monroe Street to
Washington Street. Included with the re-surfacing will be the replacements of
defective curbing, ADA ramps, and storm catch basins. Because of the scale
and magnitude associated with this project and because the City of Xenia has
endeavored to adhere to its budgetary limitations, there will not be an annual
street program as in the past three (3) years. Xenia City Administration firmly
believes that the maintenance and upkeep of its main thoroughfares is of the
utmost importance for its residents and business owners.
The City of Xenia will resume the re-surfacing of its local streets in 2015. If
you have any questions regarding the annual street program, please do not
hesitate to contact the Engineering Division at (937) 376-7265.
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Beautification awards will be issued on a monthly basis for the
months of June, July, August, September, and October. Those
selected home or business owners will receive recognition in the
form of an announcement of their recognition on the City's
Government Channel, through a Press Release, and/or the
receipt of a certificate from the Chair of BRACA and the Mayor
of Xenia on behalf of the City of Xenia. No entrant can receive
more than one Beautification Award for the year. The program
guidelines will be posted on the City’s website in April.

City Government at Work:
Regular Monthly Meeting Schedule
Citizens are welcome to attend meetings of the City of Xenia
decision-making bodies and be part of their local government. All
meetings are held in the City Council Chambers, second floor,
Xenia City Hall, 101 N. Detroit Street, Xenia, unless otherwise
noted on the meeting agenda.
Xenia City Council: Regular sessions are held twice a month on
the second and fourth Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. Special (work) and
executive sessions occur irregularly and may be prior to a regular
session, on a Saturday, or any other day convenient to the Council
members. The public is invited to attend regular and special
(work) sessions. Executive sessions are closed to the public. All
regular sessions of City Council are broadcast live on the City’s
Government Channel and via streaming video on the City’s
website.
Xenia Traffic Commission: First Monday of the month at
7:00 p.m.
Xenia Planning and Zoning Commission: First (and
sometimes Third) Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board for Recreation, Arts, & Cultural Activities: First
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Civil Service Commission: Second Monday of the
month at 7:00 p.m.
Xenia Board of Zoning Appeals: Fourth Monday of the month
at 7:00 p.m.
Per City of Xenia Codified Ordinance Section 206.03, the news
media shall be notified at least 24 hours in advance of any
scheduled meeting of a decision-making body of the City. In the
event of an emergency requiring immediate action, the news
media should be notified of such meeting as soon as possible.

XENIA VIVID HISTORY. VIBRANT FUTURE.
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Code Enforcement: Your Partner in Maintaining Strong Neighborhoods
As spring and summer approach, many of us will emerge from our winter
hibernation and enjoy the great outdoors. With that enjoyment comes
less-glamorous activities like mowing the lawn, pulling weeds, and
improving our homes or businesses.
The City’s Planning and Zoning Department understands this as well, and
their job is to be your partner in maintaining and improving your
neighborhood or business district. Planning and Zoning accomplishes this
by overseeing enforcement of the City’s Zoning and Property
Maintenance Codes, which are two categories of laws that regulate land
use. These codes are intended to protect and promote healthy, safe,
sanitary, functional and livable buildings and neighborhoods. Many people
are not aware of these ordinances, although most do a good job of
complying with them.
Below is a general guide to common Code Enforcement issues and
Zoning Permit requirements and how the Planning and Zoning
Department staff can help Xenians keep our neighborhoods and business
districts strong!
Common Code Enforcement Issues
• Trash: Must be stored in appropriate containers and must not litter a
property.
• Vehicles: Inoperable/unlicensed vehicles must be stored in a garage,
not on a driveway or street. All vehicles must be parked on pavement or
in a garage, not in the grass. Recreational vehicles may be stored on a
residential property but must be on a paved surface in a side or rear
yard.
• Building maintenance: Buildings must be maintained in good repair,
structurally sound, weather-tight and sanitary.
• Grass/weeds: Must be mowed to a length of no more than 12 inches.
Lesser requirements may apply to lots larger than 10,000 sq. ft. (contact
the numbers to the right for more information).
• Guidance: The Planning and Zoning Department’s website (see
instructions below) contains a Code Enforcement section with helpful
brochures and guides to the City’s Code Enforcement efforts, including
a link to the Property Maintenance Code itself.

Zoning Permits
• Residential and non-residential properties: Zoning permits
(and building permits in many cases) are required for many
improvement projects such as additions, fences, pools, sheds,
decks, and certain signs.
• Non-Residential Properties: A zoning permit (and building
permit) is required when there is a change of use in an existing
building.
• Guidance: The Planning and Zoning Department’s website
(see instructions below) includes helpful charts and brochures
explaining when various permits are required. Additionally,
zoning applications and necessary payments can be submitted
online and the Zoning Code can be viewed online (click the
Permits, Forms and Applications link).
To access the Planning and Zoning Department website, go to
the City’s website and click City Government->City
Departments->Planning and Zoning.
If you would like to report a violation, apply for a permit or have
questions, contact the Planning and Zoning Department staff at
either (937) 376-7277 (Jeff Ziegler) or (937) 376-7287 (Keith
Koch). For questions regarding building permits and
inspections, contact Greene County Department of Building
Regulation at (937) 562-7420.

Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund Project Update
Work is nearly complete on the City’s two Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund
(CORF) grant projects, at the former Hooven & Allison Cordage Company
on Cincinnati Avenue and on the campus of
the former Ohio Veterans Children’s Home on
Home Avenue.

Contractor Environmental Management Services is completing the
removal of underground storage tanks and back filling those sites.
The City will then file for a ‘No Further Action’ letter from the
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and issue a Request for
Proposal for the redevelopment of the site.

Work at H&A started last fall, and the
remediation and demolition of all of the
buildings is complete. Although original plans
called for the main building along Grove Street
to remain, preliminary subsurface work showed
the foundation was in much worse condition
than originally anticipated; therefore, the
decision was made to demolish that structure as
well, leaving the City with a clear 21-acre site.
The City, which owns the property, plans to
redevelop the site upon completion. The cost of the project is
approximately $2.8 million.

Work has also been completed on the former OVCH site. Eleven
buildings have been cleared of environmental contaminants and
demolished, including the former central heating plant along Home
Avenue, as well as several buildings used as dormitories when the
site was an orphanage. Strong Tower Media has renovated one of
the buildings that was remediated and is moving their radio station
operations.
“These projects demonstrate the City’s commitment to removing
blighting influences throughout the City and then actively
promoting the reuse and redevelopment of those properties so
they can again provide positive economic benefits,” City Manager
Brent Merriman said.
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Xenia City Hall
101 N. Detroit Street
Xenia, OH 45385
376-7232
Xenia Police Division
Non-Emergency
372-9901
Xenia Fire Division
Non-Emergency
376-7278
Xenia Utility Billing
376-7242
Street and Storm Sewer Maintenance
376-7265
Trash Pickup
800-223-3960 (Rumpke)

For more information,
visit Xenia’s website: www.ci.xenia.oh.us

New/Expanding Businesses
• Healing Point Therapy – New physical
therapy business at 492 West Second
Street

• TJAR Innovations – Existing business
relocating to 1004 Cincinnati Avenue and
expanding

• The Kerr Agency – New insurance agency
at 58 East Main Street

• CIL Isotope – Existing business adding
truck driveway at 1689 Burnett Drive

• 24-Hour Health/Fitness Club – New at
605 West Second Street

• Tonya’s Pampered Pets – New pet
grooming business at 183 Bellbrook
Avenue

• X-ACT Mosaic Tile Mural – Improvement
to existing theater/art center at 45 East
Second Street
• Muffler Brothers – Existing business
expanding parking lot at 167 South Detroit
Street
April 3rd: Xenia Lives! 40th Anniversary of
the 1974 Xenia Tornado Memorial.
See pg. 3

• Strong Tower Christian Media –
Installation of new radio tower/satellite
dishes on Legacy/Athletes in Action
campus
• Hiney Trucking – Existing business, new
storage buildings planned at 1101 South
Columbus Street

• Focused Pix Photography and Moments to
• Ohio Galaxy – new athletic organization
Treasure Photography – New businesses
offices on Legacy/Athletes in Action
at 30 South Detroit Street
campus
• R&R Beauty Salon – New business at
195 Bellbrook Avenue

Upcoming Events

nd
6th, July 4th, August 1st, and
April 15th: Xenia Income Tax Returns due to May 2 , June
th
September 5 : First Fridays in Downtown
the City of Xenia. See pg. 2
Xenia. See pg. 3
April 19th: Annual Easter Egg Hunt.
May 5th-9th: Semi-Annual Fire Hydrant
See pg. 4
Flushing. See pg. 5
April 26th: BRACA’s Tree Committee Arbor
May 26th: City Offices closed in observance
Day Educational event at Xenia Station.
of
Memorial Day. Trash collection will be
See pg. 5
delayed one day.
May 10th: Spring Clean Up/Volunteer
“Movies in the Park”: March 14th, June 6th,
Day and Kick-Off for Bloom With Xenia.
August 1st, October 24th, and December 5th
See pg. 3
See pg. 4
May 10th : Mother’s Day Carriage Rides.
June 7th: Annual Youth Fishing Derby at
Contact DXN, 937-376-7286, for more
Shawnee Park. See pg. 4
information.
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• Auto Tech – Expansion of existing
business at 1412 North Detroit Street

June 1st, June 15th, July 6th , July 20th,
August 3rd and August 17th: “Music in the
Park” from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at Shawnee Park.
See pg. 4
July 4th: City Offices closed in observance
of Independence Day. Trash collection will
be delayed by one day after the holiday.
September 1st: City Offices closed in
observance of Labor Day. Trash collection
will be delayed one day.
September 19th-20th: Xenia Community
Festival at Shawnee Park. See pg. 5
October 18th: Sweetest Day Carriage Rides.
Contact DXN, 937-376-7286, for more
information.
December 13th: Hometown Christmas in
Downtown Xenia 4 to 8 p.m.
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